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1. State has no right to acquire every private property, asserts SC (GS
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1&B Ministry mulls treating Wikipedia as content publisher (PCS)

3. SC upholds validity of U.P. Madrasa Act, also confirms State’s
regulatory powers (GS Paper-11: Madrasa Act)
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7. Sanjay Verma appointed new Maharashtra police chief (PCS)
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9. A setback (GS Paper-I1: IR)

10.A law that enables vigilante violence (GS Paper-11: Right to Religion)

11.An Act mired in controversy (GS Paper-I11: Environment &
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12.0n India-Canada diplomatic relations (GS Paper-I11: India-Canada)

13.2 judges disagree with CJI’s remark on ‘Iyer doctrine’  (GS Paper II:
Basic Structure Concept)
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15.SC verdict safeguards right of madrasa students to pursue education,
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State has no right to
acquire every private
property, asserts SC

GS Paper II: Right to
Property

INL VY DLoLIIT

A nine-judge Constitution
Bench of the Supreme
Court, in a majority judg-
ment, held on Tuesday
that not every resource
owned by private players
can be considered a “mate-
rial resource of the com-
munity” to be used by the
government to serve the
“common good”.

The decision dismissed
such a power of acquisition
by the state while noting
that it reminded of a partic-
ular “rigid economic dog-
ma” of the past. The court
noted that the Indian eco-
nomy has already transi-
tioned from dominance of
public investment to co-ex-
istence of public and priv-
ate investments.

The majority opinion
authored by Chief Justice
D.. Chandrachud said the
interpretation that every
private property could be
used by the state as mate-

2 judges refer to
CJI's remarks on
V.R. Krishna Iyer

NEW DELHI

Two SC judges quoted a
“harsh” observation made by
Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud
about Justice V.R. Krishna lyer
in a “proposed judgment”,
which said “the Krishna lyer
doctrine does a disservice to
the broad and flexible spirit of
the Constitution”. » PAGE 12

rial resource to “subserve
the common good” postu-
lated a “rigid economic
theory which advocates
greater state control of
private resources”.

The interpretation was
introduced by Justice V.R.
Krishna Iyer in his dissent-
ing opinion in Ranganath
Reddy versus State of Kar-
nataka in 1977.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

vw faN gt w1 Aadr A ardr g

e The court noted that the Indian economy has already transitioned from dominance of public
investment to co-existence of public and private investments.
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State has no right to
acquire every private
property, asserts SC

5T F1 & el gufa
sftafed s &1
HIE

Supreme Court’s Decision on Material
Resources of the Community

AHASIRE WAl W Hafed ATy
&1 footr

e Anine-judge Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court, in a majority judgment,
held on Tuesday that not every resource
owned by private players can be considered
a “material resource of the community” to
be used by the government to serve the
“common good”.

F-=grarEfern Fr FIFEnT 3 HIIaR
P T TEAT F BT H PeT H
el &1 ganr Farfdca # #Hlgg &
T T HHACIAS HATET Al Helr
ST FohdT, T TER FTHT Hells oh
fT 3T FT |

e The decision dismissed such a power of
acquisition by the state while noting that it
reminded of a particular “rigid economic
dogma” of the past.

38 faol & T garT U srfRegor
e @RS fha, 3R &gt & I8
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R o 3o a1 & IRAT srfeqaearaes & dslas fFders J3ca &

AT S B Fders we-yitaca & uRafdid & T )

e The majority opinion authored by Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud said the interpretation that
every private property could be used by the state as material resource to “subserve the common
good” postulated a “rigid economic theory which advocates greater state control of private

resources”.
&I FFTEfer S1.a73. dggEednT fAfd sgAd I 7 T AT 6 56 A &

ITER U X Al Huf &l @777 seirs & ToIv TEMEe & &9 # 3UANET ST Gevell
¢, (08 /A Fareal @7 e [AIFUTaes T Uk FOK A1 Al IEdd giar &l

e The interpretation was introduced by Justice V.R. Krishna lyer in his dissenting opinion in
Ranganath Reddy versus State of Karnataka in 1977.

SH SAIEAT T ~AIHIA 3R, FT TR A 1977 H {779 I85T FeAlH defics T
AHST H 39T AT AT H T fowar am|

I&B Ministry mulls
treating Wikipedia

as content

[PCS

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Even as Asian News Inter-
national (ANI) sues the Wi-
kimedia Foundation over
the Wikipedia entry on the
news agency, the Ministry
of Information and Broad-
casting has sent a missive
to the online encyclope-
dia’s parent, asking why it
should not be treated as a
publisher, and therefore
directly liable for legal
challenges against its con-
tent. The letter has not
been released, and was an-
nounced by government
sources.

The letter marks a signif-
icant step in the govern-
ment’s growing assertive-
ness over international
websites and platforms. It

publisher
|

This would make the
company liable in
court cases when
content is challenged

pointed to “many com-
plain[t]s of bias and inac-
curacies” on Wikipedia
and concerns over “a small
group having editorial con-
trol”. It asked “why Wiki-
pedia shouldn’t be treated
as a publisher instead of
[an] intermediary,” accord-
ing to the communique.

A Wikimedia Founda-
tion spokesperson did not
confirm receipt of the let-
ter, and had no immediate
comment.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

|&B Ministry mulls treating
Wikipedia as content publisher

AT T YHROT HATerd
RfFdfEar s Fde g
Al W O #T W@ &

ANI Sues Wikimedia; Government Issues
Notice to Wikipedia

ANI & RfFaifsar © FaeaT A,

WHR ¥ [FfFdEar & e s
o

o Even as Asian News International (ANI) sues the
Wikimedia Foundation over the Wikipedia entry on the
news agency, the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting has sent a missive to the online
encyclopedia’s parent, asking why it should not be treated
as a publisher, and therefore directly liable for legal
challenges against its content.

URIIeT g7 FexaA9later (ANI) & HATIR TSl &
fafrdifsar ufafte o o fRfFHIBIT FE3a97TR

Hhe AT SRR TR &, 38 & Gerar 3N FERYT AFerg s JieTorgs favashrer T Fqel
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AT I 9T HTH BT § T 50 gFrorF S ® H T 76 AT S0 @Ry, AR 5w
e EH THA F Word Fepeht gelifadt & for @ oeder i 7@ sgwrn
STIeT =R T

e The letter has not been released, and was announced by government sources.
T 97 ST el fRar 3T g, 3R ST g v Fldlcant dr ag o

e The letter marks a significant step in the government’s growing assertiveness over international
websites and platforms.

TE T HAERT dFeEe! N HeHHIR TWER N Tedl HEdr § vh Heaaqol
FeH gl

e It pointed to “many complaints of bias and inaccuracies” on Wikipedia and concerns over “a
small group having editorial control”.

sqd fafedifsar W qaiarg 3R arafaat 1 &g R 3 “vs Bic JIg g@nT
HUIEhrT Ao &l e a3t &1 3eer@ fomar 9= g

e It asked “why Wikipedia shouldn’t be treated as a publisher instead of [an] intermediary,”
according to the communique.

S U9 & IJAR, SHH YOT T § “F AT o Hegeydt Seg gEream e &9 A
&I AT ST ATfeT]”

e A Wikimedia Foundation spokesperson did not confirm receipt of the letter, and had no
immediate comment.

faf@HIfSaT PI35eeTs Yaedl & U7 HIfca T Yive gl &I, 3R W Hig fecqolt w8
$ri
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SC upholds validity of U.P. Madrasa Act,
also confirms State’s regulatory powers

GS Paper Il: Madrasa
Act
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday partially upheld
the constitutional validity
of the Uttar Pradesh Ma-
drasa Education Board Act
of 2004 while confirming
that the State can regulate
madrasa education to en-
sure standards of excel-
lence.

Though holding that the
law secured the interests of
the Muslim minority com-
munity in Uttar Pradesh, a
three-judge Bench headed
by Chief Justice D.Y. Chan-
drachud declared the pro-
visions of the 2004 Act per-
taining to higher education
at the levels of Kamil (un-
dergraduate studies) and

~aa

Maulana Khalid Rasheed F|rang| Mahali, Imam of Eidgah, celebrates
the Supreme Court verdict with madrasa students in Lucknow. PTI

Fazil (postgraduate stu-
dies) were in direct conflict
with the provisions of the
University Grants Commis-
sion Act, and thus,
unconstitutional.

The Uttar Pradesh law
had wandered into the
Centre’s exclusive domain
under Entry 66 of the Un-

ion List in the Seventh
Schedule of the Constitu-
tion. Entry 66 conferred
the Union the authority to
make laws to determine
and regulate the standards
of higher education.

The judgment, authored
by the Chief Justice, said
the 2004 Act, except at the

Kamil and Fazil levels, was
“consistent with the posi-
tive obligation of the State
to ensure that students stu-
dying in recognised madra-
sas attain a minimum level
of competency that allows
them to effectively partici-
pate in society and earn a
living”.

He observed that the
Act, which allowed the
Board to prescribe the cur-
riculum, qualification of
teachers and standards of
infrastructure, did not di-
rectly interfere with the
day-to-day administration
of recognised madrasas.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 12

QUESTION OF LAW VALIDITY
» PAGE 12

SC upholds validity of U.P. Madrasa Act, also confirms
State’s regulatory powers

gite FIE o It Aewar afafagsd fr duar st i,
TsT A s afFaar v s gfte 6

Supreme Court Upholds Partial Validity of Uttar Pradesh Madrasa
Education Board Act, 2004

g FIE A I 93U Fear e ¥ fAfaTe, 2004 Fr fAF eran

F FIHIR T

e The Supreme Court on Tuesday partially upheld the constitutional validity of the Uttar Pradesh
Madrasa Education Board Act of 2004 while confirming that the State can regulate madrasa
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education to ensure standards of excellence.

A FIcH HICAR I I¢ Fae HGedT RIET als ifef=g, 2004 1 Heenfaa Jerer
T RIS T F TR @A §U g IfSe A b Toraean e’ F Scpsedr &
AT I FARTT Il & T AFIAT T Foherr

e Though holding that the law secured the interests of the Muslim minority community in Uttar
Pradesh, a three-judge Bench headed by Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud declared the provisions
of the 2004 Act pertaining to higher education at the levels of Kamil (undergraduate studies) and
Fazil (postgraduate studies) were in direct conflict with the provisions of the University Grants
Commission Act, and thus, unconstitutional.

glelifeh TG FIelel 3TX Hao A HIEoTH Hoqaeds FHards fgdl & & &l g, W
FHET SRR 5T.aT5. dgeseht EYRTar dlell dlei-=arareiell T digs 2004 iferfaas
& 3o YU F FEITAS NG Far S FAT (ST 3ETTT) IR Bl
(FAITHIAN 3eqge]) % 3od e TR @ F&ed §, F2ith q aeafagaierd et
HTIT FfafAgA S dadE & Y Ay 7 4

e The Uttar Pradesh law had wandered into the Centre’s exclusive domain under Entry 66 of the
Union List in the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution. Entry 66 conferred the Union the
authority to make laws to determine and regulate the standards of higher education.

3 qavl Flefer sl HIQETT T g+ TT Gl & qaer 66 % dgd g & Aoy
P &HTH gEIAT AT AT ¥397 66 TG I 3T RN&T & A & FeRaT

IR 3% RFIHAT WA F DU Fee 5= &1 3SR It e L

o The judgment, authored by the Chief Justice, said the 2004 Act, except at the Kamil and Fazil
levels, was “consistent with the positive obligation of the State to ensure that students studying in
recognised madrasas attain a minimum level of competency that allows them to effectively
participate in society and earn a living”.

FEZ Frrefforeant o av 58 oo & wel T T FIAT N Bifdder FRIw
IS, 2004 TATAIH “TeT & 3 HHRIcHS Heled & I8 g, [GHH I8 gARed
foram arar § o6 AT 9red AGTET F Uge dTel BT wAdH GaTAT Tl WIed &,
oad 3 AT & gHTdy o1 @ AT o b 3R 39T SfFer A gk

e He observed that the Act, which allowed the Board to prescribe the curriculum, qualification of
teachers, and standards of infrastructure, did not directly interfere with the day-to-day
administration of recognised madrasas.

3egiel & o Ig HfAf7g, St gis et draashA, RIeTehi S Aegar 3R g e &
AR B AR F& H Al ST B, AT wred Fe@l & e g A €@
GEATT Gl T &
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CVC has sought
report from CPWD
over CM House
renovation: LoP

<1 N § LI T

GS Paper |I: Statutory Bodies |

The Leader of the Opposition (LoP) in the Delhi
Assembly, Vijender Gupta, on Tuesday
claimed that the Central Vigilance Commission
(CVC) has sought a factual report from the Cen-
tral Public Works Department (CPWD) over the
“irregularities” in the construction of the Chief
Minister’s 6, Flagstaff Road bungalow.

Mr. Gupta had filed a complaint with the
CVC requesting a probe into the issue, alleging
that the bungalow was renovated “flouting all
building regulations” on an area of 40,000 sq.
yards.

The CM House got a facelift during Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) national convener Arvind Kejri-
wal’s tenure as the Chief Minister.

The current Chief Minister, Atishi, does not
reside there.

‘AAP leaders staunchly honest’
Responding to the claim, ruling AAP said, “The
BJP may conduct as many investigations as it
wants. Arvind Kejriwal and the Aam Aadmi
Party are staunchly honest.”

The party said the BJP-led Centre had “un-
leashed countless investigations” against the
AAP government, targeting its Ministers and
MLAs. “Yet, they haven’t uncovered a single ru-
pee of wrongdoing. This is the strongest testa-
ment to our unwavering honesty, ” it added.
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CVC has sought report from
CPWD over CM House
renovation: LoP

i F diew gEd &
AdiAIhIor 9T Hidissegs!
o RO AEY & warsnd

Central Vigilance Commission Seeks
Report on CM’s Bungalow
Construction

ST FAhAT I F FAEYAN F

ot & faAor @ RaiE Af

o The Leader of the Opposition (LoP) in the Delhi
Assembly, Vijender Gupta, on Tuesday claimed
that the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) has
sought a factual report from the Central Public
Works Department (CPWD) over the
“irregularities” in the construction of the Chief
Minister’s 6, Flagstaff Road bungalow.

acelt faensresird faqer & Far fasiax aear
o HIerar S arar fohar T Fdr aadar
1T (CNC) & I &b faAoT @3
(CPWD) & Z&IHA & 6, Folderh 15 §oTct
& AT & <fEafaaani™ | s
aLgTcAs Rare A6 g

o Mr. Gupta had filed a complaint with the CVC
requesting a probe into the issue, alleging that the

bungalow was renovated “flouting all building
regulations” on an area of 40,000 sq. yards.

A T CVC H 30 Aeg W &g & fow

R gor I o, IIRIT TemAT 6 §9Ter &7 AT 40,000 F7F To7ah & # “gsir
$aeT fAgaAr T agerer Fd g fraT arar 2|
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¢ The CM House got a facelift during Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) national convener Arvind
Kejriwal’s tenure as the Chief Minister.

HETHAT HTGT T AN DT HTH GH GIET (AAP) & T2 HIloT® 3RIde Foriarer
& FEIHA S FRSE & aNTT g3
e The current Chief Minister, Atishi, does not reside there.

‘AAP leaders staunchly honest’
‘AT & AdT FeeX SABIGR

e Responding to the claim, the ruling AAP said, “The BJP may conduct as many investigations as it
wants. Arvind Kejriwal and the Aam Aadmi Party are staunchly honest.”

3 g & STard F, FATURY AAP & &gT, “BJP foideil aTg ST @ Hehdl 81 Xfag
FoRIaTer AR H1H HIGH gréfdcel SHAEGER g7

e The party said the BJP-led Centre had “unleashed countless investigations” against the AAP
government, targeting its Ministers and MLAs. “Yet, they haven’t uncovered a single rupee of
wrongdoing. This is the strongest testament to our unwavering honesty,” it added.

arél o gl b BIP-dAjcd alel $a o AAP &RAR & T “IHeATalelcd S &l &, St g8
HAFI3AR faergamiar AT darar &1 “fpT 8, 3egiel ITdd e & U 8 39T 18T
URIT &1 FE AN (ST SAGGRY T Had HeAS FHIT §,” UrEl & sl

The Central Vigilance Commission (CVC)

HAT FAsdT 3TAET (CVC)

e The Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) is the main agency for preventing
corruption in the Central government.

FET FAHAT HMART (CVC) g THR H HAR F Aot o TIT AT Tl &
e It was established in 1964 by an executive resolution of the Central government.
g 1964 H &g WER & Ueh HRIGRI Hohed GaRT AT fmar ar=m &

e Its establishment was recommended by the Santhanam Committee on Prevention
of Corruption (1962-64).

SHhT T HT HEGTT 1962-64 F afsa warersr wiAfa qarr i g o
e Thus, originally the CVC was neither a constitutional body nor a statutory body.
$H YR, 7 § ¥ CVC o dr vs gaurfas fawmr ot 3k o & donfas s

e In, September 2003, the Parliament enacted a law conferring statutory status on the
CVC.
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grel &1 #, RdaX 2003 #, §HG & CVC &I AuTfas gaif Jalel &el arell Teh lefs]

EHEGIRET

e In 2004, the Government of India authorized the CVC as the “Designated Agency”
to receive written complaints for disclosure on any allegation of corruption or misuse
of office and recommend appropriate action.

2004 #, IR WHR o CVC H AfAd ol & &7 & 3if&epc fohar, St sreerm a1 ug
¥ gouArr & fonell o 3RT X fAfed Risprrd ured a0 @ 3R 39ged Frars
s RAWIRET T G|

e The CVC is conceived to be the apex vigilance institution, free of control from any
executive authority, monitoring all vigilance activity under the Central Government
and advising various authorities in Central Government organizations in planning,
executing, reviewing, and reforming their vigilance work.

CVC & $IT Hdshdl AT & F AT 717 §, o fFar oy drderdy arfreor &
fd=or & AFT ¥ 3R Fw WHR & ded T Adehar afafafert & R wdr
T Y & FE WER GIsaAT H AT Wil #1398 Gdddr st Hr Aeer
ST, Hriieacd e, FHIET Ao AR GUR A & Fellg &bl ¢

Composition
|

e The CVCis a multi-member body consisting of a Central Vigilance Commissioner
(chairperson) and not more than two vigilance commissioners.

CVC U Tg-etid s &, T U $llT Faashar g (3re7er) IRar &
3% waFar HgFA TG B B

e« They are appointed by the President by warrant under his hand and seal on the
recommendation of a three-member committee consisting of the Prime Minister as

its head, the Union Minister of Home Affairs, and the Leader of the Opposition in
the Lok Sabha.

go¢ AUl EaRT 37 81y 3R X & ded da-geedy gfafa & e w
o gerd fohar ST &, forae gerarsl reget g €, F g A 3N e &
fagar & Aar anfaer g &

e They hold office for a term of four years or until they attain the age of sixty-five
years, whichever is earlier.

dOR ¥ F FEFA & AU 7 49s a¥ A Y ueT F Th, S uge @,
FATeT H WT|d gl

o After their tenure, they are not eligible for further employment under the Central or a
state government.

39at FAFRA F 916, I g A7 fRdl ToT FER & dgd 3 & YR & v a7
el g1 Bl

e The President can remove the Central Vigilance Commissioner or any vigilance
commissioner from office under the following circumstances:
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USTYT T Felehal I AT TRl 8 HAhal MG A1 eAfai@a R

H U & geT ¥ahd g
o (@) If he is adjudged an insolvent;
(a) Tt o Rarfear e far o= &,

o (b) If he has been convicted of an offense which (in the opinion of the Central
government) involves moral turpitude;

(b) I a8 VW AW F S 9T AT B S (Fg PR H TT H) Afaw
Uded ¥ T&fAd g,

o (c) If he engages, during his term of office, in any paid employment outside
the duties of his office;

(c) TfE a8 39 PRSI & SR 39 UG & el & aIgL fopar o
ddergad VSR A HolaeT 8,

o (d) If he is (in the opinion of the President), unfit to continue in office by reason
of infirmity of mind or body;

(d) Ife @8 (rsgufa &1 T ), Afdasw a1 el A gear F HROT ST
7 T @ & AU 3EagEd o,

o (e) If he has acquired such financial or other interest as is likely to affect
prejudicially his official functions.

(e) I 3T var AT a1 37 fgd ued R foram & & 389% 3R
ST I Giddhe ®T  geAfad T Hehell &

Removal Process for Central Vigilance Commissioner (CVC) &I Hcshal 3Tgerd

() @ geret $r gishar

e In addition to other grounds, the President can also remove the Central Vigilance
Commissioner or any vigilance commissioner on grounds of proved misbehavior or

incapacity. 38 3R, fFAGE gedfdp a7 JETATI S ITUR W Tseald S
Helohell 3YFT I7 fhaT 8 TclehdT g @I geT Fohl B
e However, in such cases, the President must refer the matter to the Supreme Court for

an inquiry. gTelifeh, Q8 ATHGT H TSI & ST & [T ATHeT Haled e &
HSTATRYT §

o If the Supreme Court upholds the grounds for removal and advises accordingly, then

the President can remove him. If¢ g5i# #Fige= & HTUR & HeT SeXrel ¢ AR
H Y H Tollg & g, ar Isgufd 3@ ger @ohd &

¢ He is deemed guilty of misbehavior if he (a) is concerned or interested in any contract
or agreement made by the Central Government, or (b) participates in any way in the
profit, benefit, or emolument arising from such contract or agreement, except as a

member and in common with other members of an incorporated company. If¢, g (a)

Fg TR AR v av TRl reerer ar wwslia # arfder § ar @9 @ 8, 4 (o)
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UH 3 AT FHSNT & Scool TS, ST A7 doial & fonely ot &7 & 9797 oI &,
AT U Goflpd #9alah 3T WeHdl & A HeEd & &7 H|

Salary, Allowances, and Conditions of Service ddsT, 8 3R @aT &7 e

o The salary, allowances, and other conditions of service of the Central Vigilance
Commissioner are similar to those of the Chairman of UPSC, and that of the vigilance

commissioner is similar to a member of UPSC. &1 Hclehdl gerd &l dcfel, 8 3R
AT T 377 Ak FHTAH F FeTETE FAT §, AN FASAT ST T JAHOFHT
TGS TA §

« However, they cannot be varied to his disadvantage after his appointment. grelifes,

fAgFd & ¢ 3¢ 3oioh Rl & [&eh g0 Seoll ST Fehell|

Organization Structure of CVC AT &I HaaATcHS T

e The CVC has its own Secretariat, Chief Technical Examiners' Wing (CTE), and a wing
of Commissioners for Departmental Inquiries (CDIs). FIGET & 91T 37911 FAarer,

HET FAwadleh qRIer 377 (Hid1s) AR [@3mahar sirer gl (Hish37s) & T mar
gl

Secretariat gRarea

e The Secretariat consists of a Secretary, Joint Secretaries, Deputy Secretaries, Under

Secretaries, and office staff. @fiaTery & vk #fla, #g77 @f=a, 39 df=d, a7
Ffag, 3R FATIT T afaAd gl

Chief Technical Examiners' Wing (CTE) &I dehoitenl igTehi &l fdar (H1d1S)

e The Chief Technical Examiners' Organization constitutes the technical wing of the
CVC, consisting of Chief Engineers (designated as Chief Technical Examiners) and

supporting engineering staff. HET Teheiichl T&ThT T HITSeT HAET T Tehaileh!
AT 8, TT0H F&g J1AFT (HET deheiiehl TigTeh & &9 & A1fAd) 3R qergen

sofifaaRer Terw enfaer £
« Main functions assigned to this organization include: 38 HIda HI Y T q&q Cop))
farafaf@a &

1. Technical audit of construction works of government organizations from a

vigilance angle. &T@dr efcHITT & TNHRT TSI 3 fHAT FHIIT FHT
TFHABI HiT|
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2. Investigation of specific cases of complaints relating to construction works.
faATor st @ Fefta Rt & fafse amet dr a7
3. Assistance to CBI in investigations involving technical matters and for property

evaluation in Delhi. dalie ATFT F H3rsHr s & ggraar 3R Beer &

Hafa AegidaA & fauw wgaer|

4. Tendering of advice/assistance to the CVC and Chief Vigilance Officers in

vigilance cases involving technical matters. dehaiiehl FTHGT H A Tdhdr
AHA # WA AR qCT Gahar JTURRET 1 Forlg/FarIerder |

Commissioners for Departmental Inquiries (CDIs) @i S 3mgere (HIS1311s)

o CDis function as Inquiry Officers to conduct oral inquiries in departmental proceedings

initiated against public servants. T3S fomefr sRaIRal & #f@F T &
T S 3R & &9 # S ad &, S Al HAURAT & Welh Y&

ST g1

Folk singer Sharda Sinha passes away

PCS

NEW DELHI

Popular folk singer Sharda
Sinha, who was undergo-
ing treatment at All India
Institute of Medical Scienc-
es (AIIMS)-Delhi, died on
Tuesday night. She was 72.

Sinha was known
among her fans for folk
songs such as ‘Kartik Maas
Ijoriya’ and ‘Koyal Bin’ as
well as Bollywood num-
bers ‘Taar Bijli’ from
‘Gangs of Wasseypur- II’
and ‘Babul’ from ‘Hum
Aapke Hain Koun’.

Sinha, a Padma Bhush-
an recipient synonymous

Sharda Sinha was popularly
known as ‘Bihar Kokila

with folk songs in Bhojpu-
ri, Maithili, and Magahi
languages, was on ventila-
tor support following a
health complication due to
multiple myeloma, a form
of blood cancer. She was

admitted to the ICU of the
AIIMS last month.

Known as ‘Bihar Kokila’,
Supaul-born Sinha was fa-
mous in her native State
and parts of eastern Uttar
Pradesh courtesy her folk
songs sung on occasions
like Chhath Puja and wed-
dings. Some of her popular
tracks are ‘Chhathi Maiya
Aayi Na Duaariya’, ‘Kartik
Maas Ijoriya’, ‘Dwar Che-
kai’, ‘Patna Se’, and ‘Koyal
Bin’.

PM Narendra Modi ex-
pressed grief at her death,
and said her demise is an
irreparable loss to the mus-
ic world.
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Folk singer Sharda Sinha passes away

i IMRAST eaReT Rser &1 At

Popular Folk Singer Sharda Sinha Passes Away
AHRT AF MRAFT AR Reer &1 e

o Popular folk singer Sharda Sinha, who was undergoing treatment at All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AlIMS)-Delhi, died on Tuesday night. She was 72.

FNHIT i AAPT ARET FAeeT, S & ARAT Hgladeniad Feeie (AIMS)- ool #
SollsT AT IaT Y, FT HITeaR ITfaT g1 I:™T| ag 72 gyt o
e Sinha was known among her fans for folk songs such as ‘Kartik Maas Ijoriya’ and ‘Koyal Bin’ as

well as Bollywood numbers ‘Taar Bijli’ from ‘Gangs of Wasseypur- II’ and ‘Babul’ from ‘Hum
Aapke Hain Koun’.

fA76T 319 URTHT H ‘FIfdd AT STAIRFT 3R ‘Figer fdar S\ o Mar & qrg-ara
ey 3i1H G- 1'% AR 19576l AR §H 39 & et “FIger S dieigs Al
F T Je ST i

o Sinha, a Padma Bhushan recipient synonymous with folk songs in Bhojpuri, Maithili, and
Magahi languages, was on ventilator support following a health complication due to multiple
myeloma, a form of blood cancer. She was admitted to the ICU of the AIIMS last month.

9qH HIT & HFATIAT RgT, St HITGY, AR, 3R HFr st & ofies el & fow
G oY, HocITer ATTeAT, Teh GhR & (& HE S HRUT TR A3t & Jg
dfeciey Fuid X Al 3¢ WS A AIIMS & ICUH HT famar arr 2|

e Known as ‘Bihar Kokila’, Supaul-born Sinha was famous in her native state and parts of eastern
Uttar Pradesh courtesy her folk songs sung on occasions like Chhath Puja and weddings. Some
of her popular tracks are ‘Chhathi Maiya Aayi Na Duaariya’, ‘Kartik Maas Ijoriya’, ‘Dwar
Chekai’, ‘Patna Se’, and ‘Koyal Bin’.

fOER FifeFer & A ¥ 9Rey, gular # FeH Megr3ae Tsd 3R gaf v gaersh
oo Gl & g6 gor3iR arfagls 3aE W AT S drel ol Mdl & foaw ey
A| 384 T& AROT M § ‘B AU HF AT GHIRAT, ‘FIlcie AR FARAT, ‘§aR
A7, geaA &, 3R P 37|

e PM Narendra Modi expressed grief at her death and said her demise is an irreparable loss to the
music world.

FeTTHA g Hidla 3dah e 9 e =Tara forar 3R ser f& 3T v g7fa
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U.P. Cabinet approves new
guidelines for appointment
of DGP without Centre’s nod

Uttar Pradesh has been without a regular DGP since 2022; in October the Supreme Court had

issued contempt notices to eight States for appointing ad hoc DGPs; matter to be heard today

GS Paper Appointment]
of GDP

NEW DELHI/LUCKNOW

year after the Aam
AAadmi Party (AAP)
government in Pun-
jab brought in a legislation
to independently appoint
the State Director General
of Police (DGP) without the
Centre’s nod, the BJP go-
vernment in Uttar Pradesh
has approved similar guide-
lines for the selection of the
State police chief bypassing
the Centre.
U.P. has been without a
regular DGP since 2022.
Despite multiple remin-
ders sent by the Union Mi-
nistry of Home Affairs
(MHA), the State has not
formed a panel of senior In-
dian Police Service (IPS) of-
ficers eligible to be appoint-
ed State police chief, as
prescribed by the Union
Public Service Commission
(UPSC) following a 2006 Su-
preme Court judgment.
The Cabinet cleared the
Director General of Police,

The new rules propose the selection and appointment of the DGP
by a retired HC judge, skipping the need to send a shortlist to UPSC.

The decision comes a
day before the Supreme
Court is set to hear a clutch
of petitions on the subject.
In October, the top court is-
sued contempt notices to
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh, Rajas-
than, West Bengal, Telanga-
na, Jharkhand and Bihar for
appointing ad hoc DGPs.

A press note by the U.P
government on Tuesday
said the rules were in com-
pliance with the Supreme
Court verdict based on a

U.P. Selection and Appoint-  petition filed by former U.P.

ment Rules, 2024, on Mon-  DGP Prakash Singh in 1996.

day evening. “There is a proviso in the
ST @ felT v FQUNT &1 g
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2006 judgment that the di-
rections (to appoint the
DGP through the UPSC) will
hold good till such time the
State or Centre enact dis-
tinct laws. U.P. seems to
have followed Punjab. They
[the U.P. government] have
been careful in incorporat-
ing the SC judgment of
2006 as well as 2019, which
said that the officer should
have a minimum tenure of
six months. It can only be
challenged on the grounds
that they have completely
bypassed the UPSC, except
including its representative
in the panel,” said Mr.

Singh.

Former U.P. DGP Sulk-
han Singh, however, said it
was against the SC
judgment.

“The rules do not fulfil
the criteria of police ac-
countability and freedom
from political interference.
This is also against the 2006
Prakash Singh judgment. In
2019, the SC stayed the
rules or Acts framed by va-
rious State governments re-
garding the appointments
(bypassing the Centre), so
the new legislation is a vio-
lation of that also,” said Mr.
Sulkhan Singh who retired
in 2017.

The new rules propose
the selection and appoint-
ment of the DGP by a re-
tired High Court judge,
skipping the requirement
to send a panel of three se-
nior most Indian Police Ser-
vice (IPS) officers to UPSC.

Currently, the commit-
tee to appoint the State
DGP is headed by the UPSC
chairperson and includes
the Union Home Secretary,
Chief Secretary, and one of
the heads of the CAPF not
from the same cadre.
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U.P. Cabinet approves new guidelines for appointment of
DGP without Centre’s nod

@t Hfaae F &g A Al F e e f gfFa &
faw v Ren-fdat # Jed &

Uttar Pradesh has been without a regular DGP since 2022; in October the
Supreme Court had issued contempt notices to eight States for appointing ad
hoc DGPs; matter to be heard today

3 W 2022 ¥ foer forafae it & 3 srecer & goier e &
USgiF Sieidl fAged e W A6 TsAT A AR Afew Iy fFaw
qT; AT T AT FAdTS it

UP Approves Guidelines for Selection of State DGP Bypassing Centre
3 WY A FF A RFFAR FQ g AT DGP A fAgfFra & faw Renfadet wr wsd &

Independent Appointment of DGP in Punjab and U.P. 9aiTe 31X 3R weer & dehdt $ir raax
fagfEa

9

e A vyear after the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) government in Punjab brought in legislation to
independently appoint the State Director General of Police (DGP) without the Centre’s nod,
the BJP government in Uttar Pradesh has approved similar guidelines for the selection of the
State police chief bypassing the Centre.

o USTE H A A 9t (AAP) WIEHR CaRT g A A F e Ty &9 A IS
yfew sEfage® (DGP) Aged & & AT Fea o & U 1o 76, 3a¢ Joer $
HISTIT TER = g F RGN X gU T Ifow vg@ fr g & v @it @«
¥ Roanferat 3 Fodr &)

e U.P. has been without a regular DGP since 2022.

o I YA H 2022 ¥ & fAFfAT DGP A &1

o Despite multiple reminders sent by the Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), the State has
not formed a panel of senior Indian Police Service (IPS) officers eligible to be appointed State
police chief, as prescribed by the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) following a 2006
Supreme Court judgment.

o E HA@T (MHA) SaRT g IR IEARS Aol & dlafe, Isd o AR gferd dar
(1PS) & afRtss IrfaFat &1 & doa et s=irar o s i yHE fagsa fae a=
& g gl ST foh @9 |l /a1 AT (UPSC) SaRT 2006 & wWafed «aamad & favia
& o uTRa foear = g
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e The Cabinet cleared the Director General of Police, U.P. Selection and Appointment Rules,
2024, on Monday evening.

o WHAR AH K AR 7 3T wewr gfow FgTers T AR AgiEa e 2024
Holr AT

e The decision comes a day before the Supreme Court is set to hear a clutch of petitions on the
subject.

« IE AT gdE FE F 39 vy w FF afRwEt fr gaas F oF R gger 3w g

e In October, the top court issued contempt notices to Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra
Pradesh, Rajasthan, West Bengal, Telangana, Jharkhand, and Bihar for appointing ad hoc
DGPs.

o HFCE A, MY FATITET 7 IS, IA oA, Y WA, ASTEYTeT, IIREH FITe, AT,
#REs IR RER I 3Furf DGPs fAgFd #a & foIv saataar Afew sy fhu|

e A press note by the U.P government on Tuesday said the rules were in compliance with the
Supreme Court verdict based on a petition filed by former U.P. DGP Prakash Singh in 1996.

o HIAGAR 1 3 YA TFR A 9F Al # Fgl a1 6 @7e7 1996 & q& gt DGP
yFTer fAE qanT qRR FfadT & IMUR WA FE F fAvir s @R g

e “There is a proviso in the 2006 judgment that the directions (to appoint the DGP through the
UPSC) will hold good till such time the State or Centre enact distinct laws. U.P. seems to have
followed Punjab. They [the U.P. government] have been careful in incorporating the SC
judgment of 2006 as well as 2019, which said that the officer should have a minimum tenure of

six months. It can only be challenged on the grounds that they have completely bypassed the
UPSC, except including its representative in the panel,” said Mr. Prakash Singh.

o 2006 % fAVTT A U gau § fh EA (UPSC & #ATEIH & DGP #T fgfeda & forv)
a9 T o] I ST Th AT AT HE HeAA-HT FlefeT el Sollcl | 3 TN o GoITa
3TEROT fRaT 1 [3TR 9eU EYR] & 2006 3R 2019 F Foer :E & vkt enfaer
A A wauel st 8, o wer B 3R w1 e geran FEwT 58 7L gl
AIMET| S8 hael 38 YN W el & S Fehell & foh 361 UPSC &t Tt v @
RFAR FT ar ¢, oy s58 & 308 5o ufafafer & daa & anfae fFar &

Y geprer R Faml

e Former U.P. DGP Sulkhan Singh said it was against the SC judgment.

e Yd 3T Y DGP ga@r g s et o a5 ey #18 & oot & Bams g

e “The rules do not fulfill the criteria of police accountability and freedom from political
interference. This is also against the 2006 Prakash Singh judgment. In 2019, the SC stayed
the rules or Acts framed by various State governments regarding the appointments (bypassing

the Centre), so the new legislation is a violation of that also,” said Mr. Sulkhan Singh, who
retired in 2017.

o fEE gfew SEeed 3R TeEAfaw eFaaT & FadAdr & AUEST B QT AL | TE
2006 ¥ wehrer AT & haer & o o &1 2019 &, gler FE A FgfFaat & o A
faffesT U5 TR aRT dav 90 HAIAT A7 FAHAITAT R A 9 (ST g Hr
EXMHAR A §), SHTT 7T Flefed SHHT o Seeia §," 2017 H Qarfaqe gC 4t gera
g s =
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e The new rules propose the selection and appointment of the DGP by a retired High Court
judge, skipping the requirement to send a panel of three senior-most IPS officers to UPSC.

o T fgH vE Aarfage 3w FAEET & S g@rt DGP & wae AR g
g&ard g &, e e alsedaw 1P Rt &1 9« UPSC #t diear &Y

ITAIRAT A B8 fear = gl

e Currently, the committee to appoint the State DGP is headed by the UPSC chairperson and
includes the Union Home Secretary, Chief Secretary, and one of the heads of the CAPF not
from the same cadre.

o TAA # TsT DGP & fAgfdd & forw afdfa A reaerdl UPSC & 3rewat garT &
ST & 3R 3@ FA T wfae, qEw 9f¥E, 3 CAPF & Rt s S ¥ wE
W@ A Bl B

Sanjay Verma appointed new
Maharashtra police chief

ST AT AGRISE & AT

Saniay Verma aDDOlIltEd Appointment of Sanjay Kumar Verma as
. i ' harash F ool & w9 A
new Maharashtra DO]ICC chief Maharashtra DGP HgRTSE T

T $AR gAT 1 g
Sanjay Kumar Verma was on Tuesday appointed
as Maharashtra’s new Director General of Police o Sanjay Kumar Verma was on Tuesday appointed
(DGP) in place of Rashmi Shukla, who was as Maharashtra’s new Director General of Police
removed on a directive of the Election (DGP) in place of Rashmi Shukla, who was removed
Commission of India (ECI), an official said. Mr. on a directive of the Election Commission of India
Verma, serving as Director General (Legal and (ECI), an official said. HITIAR & G FAR TAT

Technical), is a 1990-batch IPS officer. The EC
had on Monday ordered Ms. Shukla’s immediate 1 FERISE & AT Yford Hgifaeers (Sefd) & &9

removal as police chief following complaints Pl ﬁ'ﬂﬁ‘d R I, IRA ﬂTﬁlTa'T T ), Sog

from Opposition parties. The Congress had
approached the EC seeking Ms. Shukla’s transfer, AR el 3T (ECH) & foder ov ger fer

citing her alleged role in tapping phones of IR, Ueh AR o SarT|
Opposition politicians. e . Mr. Verma, serving as Director General (Legal

and Technical), is a 1990-batch IPS officer. it T, ST fAderd Seer (FEEET MR qwHaArh)
& FT H JarT & W & 1990 & & IS wfOFr T

e The EC had on Monday ordered Ms. Shukla’s immediate removal as police chief following

complaints from Opposition parties. BFAR &I EC o fagefr gai Fr Reradar & a1 sherd
YFAT A i THE & Ug ¥ il geled 1 e &

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




Contact Number: 9971932488

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

e The Congress had approached the EC seeking Ms. Shukla’s transfer, citing her alleged role in
tapping phones of Opposition politicians. FHTAW ¥ EC & MAAT YT T FATATAT HTeT

3 o o, T s fauel A3 & it &0 FA & SoTehl S $fABT HT garel

fear rar am

Rising STEM research demands revitalised education

[GS Paper 1l: S&T ]

igher educational institutions in India

face significant challenges. While

private engineering colleges, the

newer Indian Institutes of Technology
(IIT) and universities have expanded access to
education over the last few decades, studies show
that a vast majority of students graduating from
these colleges lack the basic skills that are
required by industry. Research institutes have
also voiced concerns about the quality of
students who wish to pursue higher studies.
While industries and premier research
institutions have managed with top students from
these colleges, there is a problem now. Across
various sectors, there is a struggle to find
students who are skilled, and it is alarming that
the number of students pursuing higher
education has dwindled. At this rate, institutions,
which are already grappling with the issue of
faculty shortages, will face even greater
challenges in the years ahead. Large sums of
money announced for initiatives such as
quantum computing, cybersecurity or artificial
intelligence could go underutilised in the absence
of qualified talent. This widespread problem
threatens the socio-economic fabric of the
country.

Quality of training is an issue

The root cause lies in the quality of training in
teaching institutions. Many faculty members are
products of their own institutions and are often
pressured to chase papers and patents for their
colleges to maintain their rankings, often at the
expense of scholarship and pedagogy. This results
in poor-quality graduates, with a domino effect
on industry standards, research output, and
faculty quality. While upskilling programmes,
outreach initiatives, internships and online
courses could address the problem to some
extent, these efforts are not scalable enough to
meet ever-increasing demand for skilled
professionals. This article offers some broad
ideas, based on the experiences of the writers,
which may be of help. These suggestions call for a
rebalancing of current efforts and a more
imaginative use of existing resources.

Premier institutes such as the IITs, the Indian
Institutes of Information Technology, the National
Institutes of Technology, the Indian Institutes of
Science Education and Research, the Indian
Institute of Science (IISc), and other centrally
funded institutions recruit about 5% of India’s
undergraduate students, For instance, IIT
Bhubaneswar admits fewer than 60 students
annually for its computer science programme. In
comparison, the private KIIT University admits
over 2,000 students a year for the same
discipline. Similar comparisons can be made
between IIT Madras and private institutions such
as SRM and VIT. This means almost all the
students in the pipeline to industries and
research institutions come from colleges where
95% of the students study. The proposals in this
article aim to strengthen this pipeline and foster
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With large
sums of money
being
announced for
initiatives such
as quantum
computing,
cybersecurity,
or artificial
intelligence, it is
essential to find
students who
are skilled; it is
a struggle now

greater collaboration between research
institutions and teaching institutions. To make
the distinctions clear in this article, institutions
with large undergraduate programmes will be
referred to as “teaching institutions” and those
focused on research (such as premier institutes)
as “research institutions,” even though they
engage in both teaching and research. The ideas
in this article are for research institutions,
teaching institutions, and the agencies that
monitor them - all geared toward improving
research, pedagogy, and incentive structures.
These proposals echo the objectives of the
National Education Policy (NEP) and the
Anusandhan National Research Foundation

The first idea is to stop ranking teaching
institutions and their faculty members based
heavily on research output, such as papers and
patents. Given the lack of a robust research
environment in many teaching institutions, this
emphasis on research output encourages
participation in predatory conferences and
publications. India, unfortunately, is a country
with a large presence of predatory outlets. As a
result, limited resources are diverted from
improving pedagogy to producing low-quality
research, further degrading student learning
outcomes. Ranking teaching institutions
separately, based more on their teaching quality,
could alleviate some of this pressure.

Change focus

Until the quality of students entering the pipeline
improves, faculty at teaching institutions should
focus more on pedagogy and less on research.
‘While this may reduce research output in the
short term, it will significantly enhance the
quality of education and research in the long
term. Teaching institutions should lay greater
emphasis on faculty development programmes,
mentorship, teacher evaluations, and newer
courses, online and offline. Collaborations with
research institutions on teaching methods and
pedagogy should be strongly encouraged. One
way to achieve this is by creating a dedicated
teaching track within the academic hierarchy at
these institutions, such as ‘teaching assistant,
associate and full professor’, Faculty members
interested in pursuing research should be
encouraged to collaborate with their counterparts
in research institutions. Funding agencies can
incentivise and mandate such collaborative
projects. The ANRF’s Partnerships for
Accelerated Innovation and Research (PAIR)
programme already calls for such initiatives.

For this idea to succeed, it is important that
faculty promotion criteria in teaching institutions
are based on pedagogical skills, assessed through
appropriate metrics. This can be incentivised
through State and Central government funding to
establish centres of excellence in pedagogy, such
as centres of excellence in research, and by
mandating pedagogical components and
inter-institutional collaborations when evaluating

@PATRIOTICIAS

grant proposals.

Explore joint agreements

The second idea is for research institutions to
establish joint degree agreements with teaching
institutions. These agreements should be stronger
than one-off workshops or outreach
programmes. For instance, top-performing
students at teaching institutions could spend
their final two years in research institutions,
receiving a “hyphenated degree” bearing the
insignia of both institutions. To make this
feasible, the curricula at teaching institutions
must be aligned with those of research
institutions, in content and pedagogy. Faculty
from research institutions can engage with their
counterparts in teaching institutions through
regular workshops, on-site visits, and hands-on
training in the best pedagogical practices.
Resources must be allocated to support these
partnerships as they will help reverse the decline
in the quality of teaching in
undergraduate-focused institutions. This initiative
can begin with one research institution
partnering with one teaching institution for a
couple of degree programmes, and expand
gradually.

Such joint agreements would yield three major
benefits: improved student quality in research
institutions, enhanced teaching and curriculum
quality in teaching institutions, and revitalisation
of the teaching institutions themselves. Variations
of this model already exist on a small scale. For
instance, select third-year civil engineering
students from NIT Surat spend their final year at
IIT Bombay and are automatically admitted to the
M.Tech. programme. Similar student-transfer
programmes exist between community colleges
and research-intensive universities in the United
States, significantly improving both access and
quality. Many Indian teaching institutions already
have agreements with international universities,
so there is no reason why such agreements
cannot be established in India, and even within
the same city. These agreements would not only
facilitate student mobility but also promote
faculty exchanges between the two types of
institutions. The ideas proposed in this article,
which advocate a rebalancing of current efforts,
can produce two key outcomes: a much needed
refocus on pedagogy that will raise the quality of
undergraduate education; and an improvement
in research output as a result of less pressure on
faculty. These proposals do not require major
additional resources, but only a willingness to
embrace creative thinking. While science and
engineering have been used as examples, the
ideas here are equally applicable to fields such as
the arts, humanities, and social sciences.
Revitalising the country’s teaching institutions is
critical to producing a larger, higher-quality talent
pool, capable of driving innovative research and
scientific discoveries.

The views expressed are personal
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Rising STEM research demands revitalised education
96d STEM 3T & v qeaiifad Rram i smaegesar 8

Challenges Facing Higher Educational Institutions in India ¥Rd & 3T
farator FEaE & W geifaar

« Higher educational institutions in India face significant challenges. TRd & 3T fr&Tor FEUH
AEcaquT Il &1 WIHAT F T 8

e While private engineering colleges, newer II1Ts, and universities have expanded access to
education, studies show that most students lack the basic skills required by industry. ST fast
gellfara o Hiesll, A0 Ir$ITES 3N Rreafdezrerat & R Hr vga g% &, eawT
SaTd g o TR oral # 3gANT gaRT 3adsh Giader Hivre H Har g

e Research institutes have voiced concerns about the quality of students who wish to pursue higher
studies. HTHYTT HEYTAT A ITd RIGT Yo HA & FTHeh ST T oA X i

TFd H1 gl
e Industries and premier research institutions have managed with top students, but now struggle to
find skilled students across various sectors. 3&@1I 3R ¥ ITHeTe FEU= & GHE SET

& a1y HA fHar g, Afehe 39 faffiest &t # Ferel ol & dorr # Fu¥ # © &
e The number of students pursuing higher education has dwindled, raising concerns. 3T favar
gTcd &el dTel BTl I &A1 A & 9 ¢, forad [are sg a% £
« Institutions facing faculty shortages will face even greater challenges in the years ahead. theredY
H FHY BT THAT A TG HEAAT T 3771 ared asit F 3R o7 a7 FATdr 1 dren
LT S|

e Large sums of money announced for initiatives like quantum computing, cybersecurity, or
artificial intelligence could go underutilised without qualified talent. FaTes H-TW"\%‘JT LIECLS

&N I FRAA geftamar st ggell & v e 991 Ry gff@d gfasm i i &
HROUT A 3IINET H 3T Thdl g

Quality of Training is an Issue Yf¥&Tor Y I[oTaaT T HeaT 8

e Theroot cause lies in the quality of training in teaching institutions. el &hOT fRraTor FEYTAY A
gfraror $Y JoraET A &
o Many faculty members are pressured to chase papers and patents for college rankings, often at the

expense of scholarship and pedagogy. S $hehed! TEEAT W Fieer A Far F T ot
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3R e gl e &7 a1 i &, A 3erax fRrew 3 fRrameanres H Frad W gar
gl

This focus on research output results in poor-quality graduates, impacting industry standards,
research, and faculty quality. $H HTHYUTT HI3EYE W A &l & foAe=T oraar ared
AT R B 8, S 3EANT AT, Heqaeret 3 dhedt qoraar 1 yenfad i gl
Upskilling programs and internships could help but aren’t scalable enough to meet the demand

for skilled professionals. 3T9T€HfaT FIRAHH 3R FeATAT AcE X Tohd &, olfohel d el
YA T Tt AT T W F & v gea 79§

Premier Institutes and Their Student Pipeline W@ TEYTT 3R 3% o
RIEECIED]

Premier institutes like IITs, IIITs, NITs, IISER, and IISc recruit about 5% of India’s

undergraduate students. JTS3MEEL, ITSHTSIHTSE, TANMSET, FTSIHTSTHSIHN 3R ITS3TSTHHT
SN YW FEA HRA & ST 5% FoAlcieh BT 1 el X gl

IIT Bhubaneswar admits fewer than 60 students annually in computer science, while KIIT
University admits over 2,000 students for the same field. TE3MEET aaeay hegex fa=imer &

Siday 60 @ FA SEI AT TG &l &, STafeh e faeafaeamera 34T 813 72,000 & 3w
Sl HT YA T &

This highlights that most students entering industries come from colleges where 95% of students
study. Ig G2TaT & Toh 3NN # 3TeT aTel TR OTF UH Hiclell & 3Td § 6T 95%
o 9ed gl

Need for a Rebalance in Efforts and Resource Usage 9ITET 3T AT &
39N F HJeleT Y HARIAFAT

The proposals in this article aim to improve research, pedagogy, and incentive structures, echoing
the objectives of the National Education Policy (NEP) and ANRF. $H @@ & S&dTd 38T,

framrerea 31K WiewTeer WAt F GURS F 08T @A ¢, S usdrr fRvawr Afa
(Ter$d) 3R ITHUTT TSET IHTHUTT BISSUT (TUANRUE) & 3T & 36087 ¢

Stop Ranking Teaching Institutions on Research Output f&ToT TEATAT FY
T ITHUET ABEYE W FIAT 4G I
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The first idea is to stop ranking teaching institutions and their faculty based heavily on research

output like papers and patents. TgelT faaR fRr&ToT HEATAT 31X 3o7hT hapedt i Ifher I
3R A IFHU HBFEYe W AN AT & UR W H6AT 5 A g
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e Emphasis on research output in teaching institutions often encourages participation in predatory
conferences and publications. fRIGTOT TEATAT A AU 3M3EYe W SR 3HFH go€
FFATE! 3T TFRET F HET O A Wehgd AT B

e Ranking these institutions separately based more on teaching quality could alleviate some of this
pressure. 3o FEATAT T 3refeT H RIGTOT [oraam & YR W e &A1 37 gard &

O §Q dh HH H Hehcl Bl

Change Focus ®I&d S&elell

o Until the quality of students entering the pipeline improves, faculty at teaching institutions should
focus more on pedagogy and less on research. ST&f oeh pipeline & AT Tel BT Y 0T
& guR g1 giar, fAaTor FEuTet & $haed) Sl ISwliel ) H¥h Lare S =iigw AR
ITHTA T A |

e While this may reduce research output in the short term, it will significantly enhance the quality
of education and research in the long term. S8 FH AT & IFTWTT & IRUMHA Hd &l
Fehd §, ofhet o wora & e 3R sreqaeer Y aoraar A gUR g

e Teaching institutions should lay greater emphasis on faculty development programmes,
mentorship, teacher evaluations, and newer courses, both online and offline. fRr&Tor FEATAT &Y

baed) e FRiFA], AT, RNaF Aeamee, i av FRfa (3ffaamsa 3R
3THelE) W AWF AR ST A0

o Collaborations with research institutions on teaching methods and pedagogy should be strongly
encouraged. fraTor faftrat 3R IsTrTeht OX I HEUET & WY HEAET H DR
forar e arfRu|

e One way to achieve this is by creating a dedicated teaching track within the academic hierarchy at
these institutions, such as ‘teaching assistant, associate and full professor’. & 9TCd el T
T NIt AeT0F YghHA H T AT Rator & g §, S AR e, vaRve
IR FaT NFET|

e Faculty members interested in pursuing research should be encouraged to collaborate with their
counterparts in research institutions. HTHYTT H & TG AT hhed! HEGEAT Y ITHETT
FEIAT H 3197 GHAFET & TY AT N & [0 dieded A S amgu|

« Funding agencies can incentivise and mandate such collaborative projects. BT Tafaar o
TEANcAS WSAFEH HI TcaTgeT 3R HTITHAT Tl FX Thell & |

e The ANRF’s Partnerships for Accelerated Innovation and Research (PAIR) programme already
calls for such initiatives. ANRF & Partnerships for Accelerated Innovation and Research

(PAIR) 9RITA # Jgol & & 0F Al & TFAY g
e For this idea to succeed, it is important that faculty promotion criteria in teaching institutions are
based on pedagogical skills, assessed through appropriate metrics. 39 fd@R &I HHeldT &
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T 3maegs § T Rretor FEuEY & baed! qgleafa & ATUCS YSHIe Flere uT
3meRd g, e 3a aftea s Aregsq & 3ner 0|

e This can be incentivised through State and Central government funding to establish centres of
excellence in pedagogy, such as centres of excellence in research, and by mandating pedagogical

components and inter-institutional collaborations when evaluating grant proposals. 38 T=d 3T
FT WHPR F BRETF ATeTdm T Wcaed Far ST Thar § arfs dsnirsh 7 sssar &g
T fohT o &, S IeTaeTe # Avaar &g, iR Igae EdAal B Hedidhe Hd
THY YSTlTsll Tedl HR HaR-TEAT FgAN &l HAd Flah|

Explore Joint Agreements?i'gﬂ-_cr gHSIET T F=AYr HY

e The second idea is for research institutions to establish joint degree agreements with teaching
institutions. GERT fIaR JreTHTe FEATAT & forv Rrator et & @y @gaa B
FAST T = &7 2

o These agreements should be stronger than one-off workshops or outreach programmes. &

TSl % o IR A aFATH AT JEFENT GAFE AT gl Aol

e For instance, top-performing students at teaching institutions could spend their final two years in
research institutions, receiving a “hyphenated degree” bearing the insignia of both institutions.

3TeXuT & fou, Rreror et & i o 3rae sifad &t af et weuE A faar
FHha § 3R 3¢ gt deuEt & Rea F g gswaes Bl urca @ godr B

o To make this feasible, the curricula at teaching institutions must be aligned with those of research
institutions, in content and pedagogy. 38 THT Sellel & folT RY&TOT FEATAT & ITSTHA FI
AT FEATAL & T WA R ISmrvel 7 TR HTar g |

e Faculty from research institutions can engage with their counterparts in teaching institutions
through regular workshops, on-site visits, and hands-on training in the best pedagogical practices.

ITHUT HEYTAI & baved! 30 FAweT & Ay fraffa aderew, sifa-wse Rfoes,
3R arfAE afdetor F ATeTA I TIATS USHITS AFATAT A ToldA g Thdt ol

e Resources must be allocated to support these partnerships as they will help reverse the decline in
the quality of teaching in undergraduate-focused institutions. 3T ATSIERIAT FT THAT FIA &
fore waTerat 7 JrTdee AT BT i A FaF-Siad GEAwEt F Raw i qoraar 7
fIRTac FI skt H TerTH gt

e This initiative can begin with one research institution partnering with one teaching institution for
a couple of degree programmes, and expand gradually. Ig Ygel WW HT’-THE"T:IRT

wﬁmm%mugmmmasﬁva@aﬁﬁ%ﬁam%miﬂi
& faTdR X FheT &

e Such joint agreements would yield three major benefits: improved student quality in research
institutions, enhanced teaching and curriculum quality in teaching institutions, and revitalisation

of the teaching institutions themselves. T8 W& THASANAT & el FHE 8T Gl IHTHETA
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TEYTA H BTt HT oraer H GuR, fAaror FEurat A Raror 3R greaFA i aqoraar &
g8, 3R RyaTor FEUTE F1 RIGUR|

e Variations of this model already exist on a small scale. 30 Hisel & [affiest T ggar F &
B dAM W Al §

e For instance, select third-year civil engineering students from NIT Surat spend their final year at
[IT Bombay and are automatically admitted to the M.Tech. programme. 3&I&30T & foIT, NIT
W & Y aF § safaa Afaer shfaaler o 3rwer sifaq ad nT aFed foaa §
IR AL, WA # Toarfod §9 8 99U 91 g1

o Similar student-transfer programmes exist between community colleges and research-intensive
universities in the United States, significantly improving both access and quality. 38T &R &
farafieareat & < #Hisg &, s age IR Jorae 7 Agca ol JUR A ¢

e Many Indian teaching institutions already have agreements with international universities, so
there is no reason why such agreements cannot be established in India, and even within the same

city. % HRT RISTOT AT & I gl § & FaRre feafdeamedi & ary
A §, ST ARG A 3R Il ds & e § 4T H W gAsia Fafud & A
HIS STET Al g

e These agreements would not only facilitate student mobility but also promote faculty exchanges
between the two types of institutions. & WHSit haer & Aifaefierar 1 sg@ar g7 & sfeh
A PR F TEUET F ST hhed) vFadS H Y Ncaied HLAT|

o The ideas proposed in this article, which advocate a rebalancing of current efforts, can produce
two key outcomes: a much needed refocus on pedagogy that will raise the quality of
undergraduate education; and an improvement in research output as a result of less pressure on

faculty. 38 @ # YEaTiad faaR, S adaATeT TATRT HT qAAgerst 1 dehleld HLc &, af
YHE YROMH & Hehd g: ST T JeT: €A higd el Sl Folraa A Hr aporaar
Y FEIT; 3N $Fed! W FA Ga1d & TRUMAETERT IFqaer IROmAT § Fur|

e These proposals do not require major additional resources, but only a willingness to embrace

creative thinking. 3=T y&amal & v #is 93 sfalea g@es fr 3magsar A8 g, afew
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A setback

The LDPs loss of majority in Japan
could have implications for the world

T he results of the October 27 general elec-

tion in Japan have thrown all calculations

within the G-7 country and one of the
most powerful economies into disarray. The rul-
ing Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) dropped
from 256 seats to 191 seats in the 465-seat House
of Representatives, and its partner Komeito, from
32 to 24, putting the coalition short of a majority.
The LDP, in power for much of the past six de-
cades, has been bleeding public support, particu-
larly after Shinzo Abe stepped down in 2020 and
was assassinated in 2022. Despite garnering sym-
pathy, his successor Fumio Kishida faced ques-
tions over the LDP’s links with the Korean Unifi-
cation Church and a scandal over fundraising by
LDP lawmakers, which forced him out earlier this
year. This paved the way for a party election that
veteran leader and former Defence Minister Shig-
eru Ishiba won. The larger reason for the loss is
sluggish economic growth amidst an ageing pop-
ulation, which has no easy fix. As Mr. Ishiba, who
took charge on October 1, tries to cobble together
the numbers ahead of the opening of the Diet
(parliament) session next Monday, it is by no
means certain that he will succeed: the main op-
position left-of-centre Constitutional Democratic
Party (CDP), which increased its seats from 98 to
148, plans to win over coalition partners and in-
dependent lawmakers to form the next govern-
ment. The process has also weakened the LDP,
with factions blaming each other for the loss, for
the campaign slush-fund “Uragane” scandal, and
Mr. Ishiba’s decision to have a snap poll.

No matter what the outcome of the Diet ses-
sion is, it is clear that the government will be sha-
ky, affecting Japan’s global imprint at a time when
it is much needed. Japan’s moderating influence
on the U.S., where the presidential elections
could throw up a rocky result, may also be mis-
sed. Japan’s regional rivals, Russia, China and
North Korea, will be watching for signs of weak-
ness in Japan’s defence posture, given their con-
cerns over Mr. Ishiba’s proposal of an “Asian NA-
TO”. For India, the bilateral relationship with
Japan is among the most steadfast pillars of fo-
reign policy. Prime Minister Narendra Modi is to
visit Japan next month for the annual summit,
but given the political developments, it might
have to be postponed. This could put many im-
portant negotiations, including the one over the
troubled Bullet Train-Shinkansen project on
hold. Plans for India-Japan joint projects across
the Indo-Pacific and South Asian countries (Ban-
gladesh, Sri Lanka and Africa), as a part of the
Asia-Africa Growth Corridor, will be delayed
further. This would, however, be only a matter of
time rather than policy thrust, as like in India,
there is bipartisan support in Japan for the im-
portance of ties between the two countries.
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$had TAATCHS TIT I 3TeATe] Sl STOT HI IS gl

A setback (<IT&IT)

The LDP’s loss of majority in Japan could have
implications for the world

amﬁummagﬂamgﬁma?m
UHTGFRY 3T Hhal &

Impact of Japan’s October 27 General Election Results
ST & 27 IFgaT & A Fara IRomAT F1 gerra

o The results of the October 27 general election in Japan have
thrown all calculations within the G-7 country and one of the most
powerful economies into disarray.

ST o 27 HFaT & 3MH IoAld & IROTAT o G-7 42 3N
T Y@ FeqaeyT s Gl AT bl 3EA-cqed
fear &1

e The ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) dropped from 256
seats to 191 seats in the 465-seat House of Representatives, and its
partner Komeito, from 32 to 24, putting the coalition short of a
majority.

foear 3AsRR®s gt (LDP) 465 ey wfafafer goam &
256 el ¥ "ehy 191 ¥ I 37 15 §, 3R suar Tgael
qréf Komeito 8t 32 & 24 HieY oX 31T 715, fFOQ TaaeeT &1
A § FA A e §

e The LDP, in power for much of the past six decades, has been

bleeding public support, particularly after Shinzo Abe stepped
down in 2020 and was assassinated in 2022.

ol B8 gl & T H @ LDP &l Joddl & FASA el
gz §, fadwe 2020 & RIS A9 & ug oI5 AR 2022 &
3dAd §AT S 91¢ |

« Despite garnering sympathy, his successor Fumio Kishida faced
questions over the LDP’s links with the Korean Unification

Church and a scandal over fundraising by LDP lawmakers,
which forced him out earlier this year.

mﬁgﬁ 9Ied & & ddeE, 3l W@Wgﬁ'ﬂ’r
ffer = LDP & #IRa$ qfafrderer o< & @y d@eui AR
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ST FeA & eI & HNOT Falell dl AHAT Al TsT, [l 30¢ 58 a¥ 1 3T
# g Bisa W AR < feam

e This paved the way for a party election that veteran leader and former Defence Minister Shigeru

Ishiba won.
$a8 el g 1 AT GREd g3, [ aRss Aar AR qd @ wh Rerw s
S|

o The larger reason for the loss is sluggish economic growth amidst an ageing population, which
has no easy fix.

gR & H&g HRoTA nfds gefer ik gt g sawean g, fSaer #1g 3ma=
AT 78T gl
e As Mr. Ishiba, who took charge on October 1, tries to cobble together the numbers ahead of the

opening of the Diet (parliament) session next Monday, it is by no means certain that he will
succeed.

1 3FEaT hT HIAHR FHTel aTer At ST 3076l WHATR 7 318¢ (HHS) FF T YB3
U Jgel HEITES ST T I FX @ ¢, AfeheT 3eTeh Aol glel T IS fATREIAAT LT
gl

e The main opposition left-of-centre Constitutional Democratic Party (CDP), which increased
its seats from 98 to 148, plans to win over coalition partners and independent lawmakers to form
the next government.

aeg Rueh awaedt &g i gdnfas sAFRF ardf (CDP) 7 98 & 148 WE grfder i §
3R 30Tl TR T & oI ITsay A8ieRT 3R Fada gt & 39 987 &

FLA T AT FoIT Y gl

e The process has also weakened the LDP, with factions blaming each other for the loss, for the
campaign slush-fund “Uragane” scandal, and Mr. Ishiba’s decision to have a snap poll.

58 Ufshar o LDP &1 8ff HAeiR & faar 8, fwed 9¢ v & &R, "3Imrme wera
3R 40 3T F HRAF g F P F v Ay ¢ ®

o No matter what the outcome of the Diet session is, it is clear that the government will be shaky,
affecting Japan’s global imprint at a time when it is much needed.

38¢ T & gRUmH AR S o &, I8 Tove § fF MR 38R gl fSad S i
dfRaF yermaerel AT UT HE TS, ST SHR HcATAF AT &

e Japan’s moderating influence on the U.S., where the presidential elections could throw up a
rocky result, may also be missed.

ST ST FARHT I HJolel AT IWA T F31d, 5167 Asgafar Joarg o ifiRerd aRome
3 @ §, 8 FA @ e g

e Japan’s regional rivals, Russia, China and North Korea, will be watching for signs of weakness

in Japan’s defence posture, given their concerns over Mr. Ishiba’s proposal of an “Asian
NATO.”

ST & & wideded! &, @ 3R 3% FIfREr srae 1 e Rufa #d sAad &
Hohdl W AoR W, @ #it sfdear & "ofad NATO" gFaa & gfa 39 Rarsit
& FHROT|
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e For India, the bilateral relationship with Japan is among the most steadfast pillars of foreign
policy.
SRA & fav, Sare & @ gfavefiar gewr fader Aifd & a8 =R w646 7 ¥ & §
e Prime Minister Narendra Modi is to visit Japan next month for the annual summit, but given
the political developments, it might have to be postponed.

TUTHAAAT g A 39Tel Al aif¥e RIET FAds o T 9 &7 R kel arel g,
Afehed TSTiIfcIeh TCTshAT o HRUT 37 TATANT AT IS TehdlT g

e This could put many important negotiations, including the one over the troubled Bullet Train-
Shinkansen project on hold.
SEH o ¢A-MFEaer RIS aRT F$ Ageaqul a3 W AF AT Wehell g

e Plans for India-Japan joint projects across the Indo-Pacific and South Asian countries

(Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and Africa), as a part of the Asia-Africa Growth Corridor, will be
delayed further.

TRIAT-3PET MY FINER F Tod ARA-SNI GFFT TRASATH & relr3it 7 &
gref, foraa fég-wana 3R gfaror ofdramd er (Seeneer, e, 3R 3nfen) anfae g1

e This would, however, be only a matter of time rather than policy thrust, as like in India, there is
bipartisan support in Japan for the importance of ties between the two countries.

g dHad AT FHT 9T g o o AfS &1 IR, Fifs IRa it _g, o F iy ey
gt & H@auT & FAgea & fov glage gAd= ¢

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




www.patrioticias.in

Contact Number: 9971932488

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Aadhaar biometric data access will aid forensics

|GS Paper II: Right to Privacy vs. Right to dignity |

India (UIDAI) has strict regulations about

the disclosure of data in order to protect a
person’s right to privacy and ensure that there is
no misuse of personal data. In the normal course
of events, the police do not have access to either
demographic or biometric information in the
Aadhaar database. While Section 33(1) of the
Aadhaar Act permits the disclosure of certain
information under an order of a court not inferior
to that of a High Court judge, Section 29(1) and
the proviso to Section 33 itself make it very clear
that “core biometric information”, which
includes fingerprints and iris scans, cannot be
shared with anyone for any reason whatsoever.

T he Unique Identification Authority of

Upholding rights and the dilemma

However, there are cases, especially those which
involve identifying unknown bodies, where
access to fingerprint data can offer essential
scientific support to an investigation and
reinforce the fundamental right to a life with
dignity. The dilemma here involves balancing the
two components of the right to life i.e., the right
to privacy with the right to life with dignity. A
number of rulings by High Courts and the
Supreme Court of India have highlighted the
need for respectful and humane treatment of
bodies. For example, courts have addressed
issues such as the inhumane practice of keeping a
prisoner’s body hanging for an extended period
after death during an execution (as outlined in
certain prison manuals), as well as the need to
ensure the respectful repatriation of the bodies of
migrant workers who die abroad.

There are cases of deceased individuals who
are unknown, but investigation by the police later
show that they are predominantly from
economically disadvantaged backgrounds. Many
are daily wagers in the informal sector or are
migrants moving between districts and States.
They also involve individuals who have strained
family relationships. These factors, of a lack of
close connections, communication breakdown,
and unequal access to the criminal justice system,
are what frequently result in missing person
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reports not being filed by family or the next of
kin. These unidentified bodies are either
homeless people or those living in makeshift
accommodations on highways, victims of
hit-and-run accidents without identification
documents or mobile phones, or those with
mental health issues and travelling to unfamiliar
places. In some instances, they may be victims of
homicide, with the bodies disposed of in remote
areas by the perpetrators to escape detection.

When an unidentified body is found, the
standard investigative procedure is to examine
the body, photograph it and make a note of
distinctive features such as tattoos, scars, or
deformities. Evidence is collected from the scene,
CCTV footage analysed, phone records if
available, scrutinised and information sent to
local police stations, border districts and the
media. There are also checks against prior
missing person reports. Fingerprints are also
collected and sent to fingerprint bureaus to be
matched against criminal records.

The value of fingerprints cannot be overstated.
Even in cases where a body is severely
decomposed, fingerprints can still be retrieved by
experts — the ridge pattern-bearing skin of the
fingertips is retrieved and placed in a solution of
formaldehyde.

A limited database
Unfortunately, fingerprint databases for police
investigations are often limited to the records of
those with known criminal histories. In many
States, these records are not yet digitised, making
it even more difficult to cross-reference data
quickly and efficiently. In these situations,
accessing the Aadhaar database would help in the
identification of bodies. If a fingerprint search
returns a match, the police could potentially
identify the individual, and help family members
with the last rites. it would also ensure that
investigations, especially in cases of homicide,
proceed effectively.

In this scenario, the absolute prohibition in the
Aadhaar Act, against sharing core biometric
information for any purpose, is a significant

challenge. In the United States, law enforcement
agencies can access advanced identification tools
through the Deceased Persons Identification (DPI)
Services. These services utilise advanced
algorithms to match the deceased person’s
fingerprints against extensive databases which
include those managed by the Departments of
Homeland Security and Defense.

While the Aadhaar Act’s provisions on core
biometric information serve a crucial role in
protecting privacy, there is a compelling case in
re-evaluating these restrictions in specific
contexts, such as identifying a deceased person.
Providing the police with access to a deceased
person’s core biometric information, strictly
based on a first information report (FIR), cannot
be said to violate any constitutional norms.

Such disclosure, after verification of the FIR
registered regarding the unidentified body under
Section 194 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (earlier Section 174 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure and which deals with police
inquiry when information is received regarding
unnatural deaths) should not, ideally, require a
High Court order (as required by Section 33 of the
Act). It can be on the order of the jurisdictional
judicial magistrate. This reduces the burden on
the higher judiciary in handling cases where
access does not raise concerns about violations of
privacy. Through well-defined and legally sound
mechanisms, this approach ensures the dignity of
both the living and the deceased.

Tracing the identities of the deceased using all
available legal means is not just a practical
necessity for law enforcement agencies aiming to
uphold public safety or a way to provide closure
to grieving families. It is a constitutional
imperative. It is rooted in the right to life, which
extends beyond mere animalistic existence. The
law must safeguard this right for all individuals,
particularly for those from poor, marginalised,
and socially disadvantaged backgrounds, who
already face unequal access to the criminal
justice system.

The views expressed are personal
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A law that enables vigilante violence

[GS Paper II: right to Religion |

n July 30, the Uttar

Pradesh Legislative

Assembly amended the

State’s stringent
anti-conversion law of 2021 to
make it even more repressive. The
maximum jail term was increased
to life imprisonment, securing bail
was made more arduous, and the
scope of illegal conversion was
widened to include promise of
marriage and trafficking. These
changes express the intentions of
the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
to intensify its attempts to
criminalise interfaith relationships
and consensual conversions to
minority faiths, as part of its
Hindutva ideology.

The amended section

The Assembly also amended
Section 4 of the U.P. Prohibition of
Unlawful Conversion of Religion
Act, 2021, to allow “any person” to
act as a complainant. This means
that whether that person was
being unlawfully converted or not
becomes immaterial. For instance,
a right-wing activist could lodge an
FIR against a Christian prayer
meeting, accusing its organisers of
trying to convert the participants
to Christianity through
allurements. The police would be
authorised to register an FIR on
the activist’s complaint even if
nobody at the meeting lodged a
complaint that they were being
unlawfully converted.

Section 4 of the original law was
much more specific in its scope. It
allowed “any aggrieved person,
his or her parents, brother, sister
or any other person related to him
or her by blood, marriage or
adoption” to lodge an FIR.
However, third-party elements,
such as police officers, Sangh
Parivar activists, and elected local
representatives, regularly lodged
complaints under the law. This
brazen disregard for law has
allowed unruly elements to
disturb prayer meetings and
peaceful gatherings claiming that
these events were being used to
coerce or allure “naive” and poor
Hindus to turn to Christianity.
Muslim men in consensual
_ relationships with Hindu women

Omar Rashid

Journalist based in
New Delhi

The amended
Section 4 of the
Uttar Pradesh
anti-conversion
law gives the
police and
vigilante groups
the power to
harass religious
minorities and
interfaith
couples
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are also victims of such vigilantes.

In September, in an affidavit
submitted in the Allahabad High
Court, the government doubled
down on the right of its police
force - and by extension, any
other third-party element - to act
as complainants under the law.
The matter reached the Court
after a pastor from Jaunpur, Durga
Yadav, was booked for allegedly
trying to convert Hindus to
Christianity. Mr. Yadav challenged
the FIR in Court saying the
complaint had been lodged by a
police officer and not by an
alleged victim. The Court
expressed concern over this trend
in the State and sought a detailed
response from the government,
which pleaded that police officers
did qualify as ‘aggrieved’ persons
in cases of unlawful conversion as
they handled law and order. The
government also argued that the
powers granted to a police officer
under the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) were not
controlled by Section 4 of the
unlawful conversion law.

What is worrying is that while
amending the Section, the
government had acknowledged
that the competency to lodge FIRs
was being redefined to “resolve
certain difficulties” that arose in its
“interpretation” in several cases. A
substantial number of accused
persons have challenged the
legality of such FIRs lodged by
third-party elements. In many
cases, accused persons have
received legal relief after courts
questioned the locus of the
complainants.

While the amended law became
operative in August, the question
of legality in several cases lodged
before the amendment was
brought about persists. By
amending the law, and defending
the ‘illegal’ FIRs lodged prior to it,
the government has empowered
the police with the right to
criminalise peaceful religious
meetings and gatherings. In a
society where social gatherings
and prayer meetings are a
common part of culture and a way
to social uplift for historically
oppressed communities, the

power of the police and vigilante
groups to criminalise their
religious or personal lives or their
personal relationships can have a
chilling effect.

Matter of interpretation

The courts have been inconsistent
in the way they have interpreted
the original Section 4. Last
February, a Division Bench of the
High Court, hearing the petition of
Jose Prakash George and 36
others, ruled that the embargo
under Section 4 was absolute. It
said that the complainant, a
Vishva Hindu Parishad member,
was not competent to lodge the
FIR. The judges stressed that the
phrase ‘any aggrieved person’ was
qualified by the subsequent
categories (his/her parents,
siblings, spouse), which whittled
down its scope. The Court said the
‘aggrieved person’ would have to
be personally aggrieved by the
unlawful conversion. However, in
the Daisy Joseph case (2024),
another Bench of the High Court
postulated that an FIR could be
lodged by ‘any person’ under the
BNSS in the capacity of an
informant. It added that the issue
needed more legal consideration.

Similarly, in July, a Bareilly
court acquitted two Hindu men of
unlawful conversion charges and
ordered legal action against the
police officers for falsely
implicating them on the basis of a
complaint by a Hindutva activist.
The court ruled that the FIR itself
was illegal. However, in an
another case, a lower court in
Lucknow convicted 16 people for
mass conversion in September, on
the complaint of an officer of the
U.P. Anti-Terrorist Squad.

The Durga Yadav petition is still
being heard in the High Court.
Whichever way the court
interprets the original Section 4,
there is no ambiguity about the
amended clause, which gives the
police unhindered powers and
vigilante groups the full backing of
the legal system to harass and
intimidate religious minorities and
interfaith couples as part of a
political agenda and threaten
personal liberty.
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A law that enables vigilante violence

UF VAT Fhl AN AR o Y aorer 3ar @

Amendment of Anti-Conversion Law in Uttar Pradesh

3T WU F T-Fodoiel H[T A WM

e OnJuly 30, 2024, the Uttar Pradesh Legislative Assembly amended the State’s stringent anti-
conversion law of 2021 to make it even more repressive.

30 J[ATS 2024 I, 3R o AT FoHT ToT o 2021 F HEd UE-Fodolel Hlefet &
e T, forad 39 3R 318 a1 §=r T

e The maximum jail term was increased to life imprisonment, securing bail was made more
arduous, and the scope of illegal conversion was widened to include promise of marriage and
trafficking.

T AT A 3AN A AT H 9T AT 31T, FATT 9red T 3R i wfdT sar
fear I, 3R 3rder et qRadaT & R & @9 & aie 3R a&rd & AT T &
forw sor fear srm

e These changes express the intentions of the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party to intensify its
attempts to criminalize interfaith relationships and consensual conversions to minority faiths, as
part of its Hindutva ideology.

goT IREdel ¥ HAT6G ARAT STl 9Tt &l Tg HAT SR gl & o a8 319 figea
foaremr & agd iaRunf@As deul 3R cuaeas gAt # H@egATd § v aw ai
gRade @ JRTefeor @1 fem & 3R g g9 el

The Amended Section
TMAT &RT

e The Assembly also amended Section 4 of the U.P. Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of
Religion Act, 2021, to allow “any person” to act as a complainant.

faurarasr A UP et aRadsr (3rdy et aRadesr) dFamer F1efe, 2021 T arr 4.3 o
st R, ad S off safFa Reraaedl F & F HT o TohdT ¢

e This means that whether that person was being unlawfully converted or not becomes immaterial.
For instance, a right-wing activist could lodge an FIR against a Christian prayer meeting,
accusing its organisers of trying to convert the participants to Christianity through allurements.

SHHT Aded Jg ¢ & 37 Ifed & 33U & F & IRadl [T S &1 gareT
ITEfAER & ST &1 3eTEI0T & fov, U gf@vrgdy siwal v ST Wi 99 &
fGeITh FIR &St &Y Hehell §, 38% ST W IRIT &9Md §C & 9 gfcenfarat
IMRYOT & ATETH N EWE A F qRafdd e i FRrer w1 @ E

e The police would be authorised to register an FIR on the activist’s complaint even if nobody at
the meeting lodged a complaint that they were being unlawfully converted.
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qferE @ el Y RIGId W FIR &of et &1 IR G, 1r & @omm o 18 o
Ig Rerad 87 Far & 3% 37899 7 O 937 gRadsT HAT ST @ A7

Section 4 of the Original Law
HA Flelel Y URT 4

Section 4 of the original law was much more specific in its scope. It allowed “any aggrieved
person, his or her parents, brother, sister, or any other person related to him or her by
blood, marriage or adoption” to lodge an FIR.

A FleleT Y URT 4 397 SR H gl 38 afee | saa et st dfta =afFa,
39F AT-Rar, 91, 981, a1 39W @, A @ g o & q@Enr 3 R I
AR F FIR G F 1 Al &7 78 oY)

However, third-party elements, such as police officers, Sangh Parivar activists, and elected
local representatives, regularly lodged complaints under the law.

glelifeh, Jlg-geT ded, S gferd arfasrdl, ¥ aRar & Friwdl, 3R e s
yfafaf, AafAd &7 @ Fe & d5d R gof ad I

This brazen disregard for law has allowed unruly elements to disturb prayer meetings and
peaceful gatherings claiming that these events were being used to coerce or allure “naive” and
poor Hindus to turn to Christianity.

Flelel T SH TS A HACET o FHlo[I-cTaEAT ¥ &6 & dcal . T qemait 3R
QMfaToT dol 1 faufed e i AT &, T8 grar FXA §U R goT meant #r
SEAATS "aTerer 3R TS gt o $HrE et F 3R diee a1 FeeEd e aRade
A & T fohar ST @1 ATl

Muslim men in consensual relationships with Hindu women are also victims of such vigilantes.

fig Afen3t & ary FeAfd & Red W@ arer ARAA oW & 0 vt & RER
g &l

Court Case Involving Pastor Durga Yadav

uredl gt FgE & WA AT AT
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In September 2024, in an affidavit submitted in the Allahabad High Court, the government
doubled down on the right of its police force — and by extension, any other third-party element —
to act as complainants under the law.

RAdat 2024 #, 3AREG 3T FARET A Y& Teh A9 79 F TR o 9 gfaw
T & PR W SR fer - 3R gHS @R Bl 37 JAF-0aT ced Hl - Flefel &
Jed Rerrdedl & &7 & &1 i HT AVER fa2m|

The matter reached the Court after a pastor from Jaunpur, Durga Yadav, was booked for
allegedly trying to convert Hindus to Christianity.

IJg HATHAT AR—TTT deh qgw o9 AT & T e, AT AT, W IRIT S@IAr adw
f& a5 g3 wr§ws et & aRafda e i Hfdrer & @ 9
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Mr. Yadav challenged the FIR in Court saying the complaint had been lodged by a police officer
and not by an alleged victim.

AN Yeg 7 AT ﬁFIRﬁWﬁ,WW@%WWW b cank
$r o 7 5 R Hfag difza

The Court expressed concern over this trend in the State and sought a detailed response from the
government, which pleaded that police officers did qualify as ‘aggrieved’ persons in cases of
unlawful conversion as they handled law and order.

=T & Usd A 38 Y W AT caed &1 3R TWhR § faEgd siame A,
ST TR & I8 coliel & o gfaw siftsrdl srayr et aRad= & amet & A
afFd & &7 # AT gid § FifF I Flefel-cTIEAT HI HATT A 2

The government also argued that the powers granted to a police officer under the Bharatiya

Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) were not controlled by Section 4 of the unlawful conversion
law.

WHR & Ig o I& e 7 oReir sl geam wfgar (BNSS) & dgd gfod
RS & & 7 AfFTAT AT U IRTAT Pl HTURT 4 GaRT AART G e |

Worrying Amendments to the Anti-Conversion Law

a3 IRaas A Fee F Rases g
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While amending the Section, the government acknowledged that the competency to lodge FIRs
was being redefined to “resolve certain difficulties” that arose in its “interpretation” in several
cases.

URT # HNYT I AT, TWHR o Ig TR fHar &6 FIR GoT ¥l Fr &THAT Hr
"FS HISATSAT T gl P T e § RN fohar 1 @1 41, S 8 "o
H &g A H 3T g3 A

A substantial number of accused persons have challenged the legality of such FIRs lodged by
third-party elements.

&S JAGFc o TEAY T&T dedl GIRT Gof T S FIRs T Gl &l FoAldr &1 g

In many cases, accused persons have received legal relief after courts questioned the locus of the
complainants.

S A H, JAGFAT A FEN Vg AN &, T 3rererddl 3 Repradamcizi & wae
I geaT feha|

While the amended law became operative in August 2024, the question of legality in several
cases lodged before the amendment persists.

STafe TN Flefet 3AFd 2024 F oI19] &1 91T, HRAWT § Igel Gof fhU T &S
AIACH H GUAT T Harel 3 o 5o g37 &l

By amending the law, and defending the ‘illegal’ FIRs lodged prior to it, the government has
empowered the police with the right to criminalise peaceful religious meetings and gatherings.

FIeT H TN Ik, 3R $HA Tgel ol I IS 3L FIRs T §T HIA T, WA
o gferd 1 nifaqol enffe T3 3R St AT IFORINROT A &1 HRHR 24T §

In a society where social gatherings and prayer meetings are a common part of culture and a way
to social uplift for historically oppressed communities, the power of the police and vigilante
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groups to criminalise their religious or personal lives or their personal relationships can have a
chilling effect.

Tsh W FATS H, ST61 iAol FHU 3R e S H@&pla 1 e fear § 3R
UfdeTiAsh &9 @ Ea10 a0 FHSET & fov @manfais U &1 vh qle g, gfed iR
3IATCAT & I 3oTch HTTHD AT ST Side] AT SHTFAIT Tl i IORTIHIOT

T T ATFT S5k T STel Hebal B

Matter of Interpretation
SYTEGT T HTHCT

e The courts have been inconsistent in the way they have interpreted the original Section 4.
3ETeld HA ORI 4 6T SATEAT F%el H HETT W &

e Last February 2024, a Division Bench of the High Court, hearing the petition of Jose Prakash
George and 36 others, ruled that the embargo under Section 4 was absolute.

T BE 2024 H, 3T AATTT hI Teh 2dioted S o S Wah1er Siver 3 36 37
T iR F Foaars FI gU Haer fhar 6 aRT 4% Ted giase qov o

e It said that the complainant, a Vishva Hindu Parishad member, was not competent to lodge the
FIR.

58 gl foh RIshradehd, teh fea g aRwg &1 deea, FIRES el & fav @ers =gl

am|

e The judges stressed that the phrase ‘any aggrieved person’ was qualified by the subsequent
categories (his/her parents, siblings, spouse), which whittled down its scope.

=ararefel} o SR ¢a el o Y sft dfga safFa arsamer #t s & Aot
(3HH/3THRT ATAT-TAT, HTS-58=T, Shiaeraral) garT Aoy fhar = o1, fSae g@e g
i g I

e The Court said the ‘aggrieved person’ would have to be personally aggrieved by the unlawful
conversion.

3eTeld o ol o ‘R afFa & 3739 g7 IRads & IFAIT 9 & 3M8d gelr
Uy

e However, in the Daisy Joseph case (2024), another Bench of the High Court postulated that an
FIR could be lodged by ‘any person’ under the BNSS in the capacity of an informant.

gTeliteh, 3ol A% AT (2024) H, 35T AT HT Th 3T 89 o Jg sy Aepram
fo FIR &I fordll 81 i’ GaRT BNSS & T8 Teh HAeATehdll & ®9 & Gof fohdl ST
gehel B

e [t added that the issue needed more legal consideration.
S8 TE SISl 7o 58 Heg W 310 Sl faar-faaed &1 smaeashar o

o Similarly, in July 2024, a Bareilly court acquitted two Hindu men of unlawful conversion

charges and ordered legal action against the police officers for falsely implicating them on the
basis of a complaint by a Hindutva activist.

ST TG, S[eT$ 2024 ), Teh a¥ell 3reTerdd o & fég qoul 1 31de &ef gRadel & 3Ry
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¥ g8t Y e 3R Rgea FriFar I RIeRId & HUR W 3¢ 361 Ha= & fov

gford RSN & T@eTh el Hars &1 meer |
e The court ruled that the FIR itself was illegal.
3iererd o Aot fear i FIR ¥a9 3rdy ot

e However, in another case, a lower court in Lucknow convicted 16 people for mass conversion in
September 2024, on the complaint of an officer of the U.P. Anti-Terrorist Squad.

gTlifh, Teh 31T ATHS &, T@dASF o Ueh fadel 37aTad of fAde 2024 H U.P. Té-
&NFE TS Uh AUSR HT BT T 16 o9l @ dHfes 4 qRac & o

aIsT S|
e« The Durga Yadav petition is still being heard in the High Court.

gaIT A1ea Arfusht el off 3Tu =T A goAarg & e B

e Whichever way the court interprets the original Section 4, there is no ambiguity about the
amended clause, which gives the police unhindered powers and vigilante groups the full backing
of the legal system to harass and intimidate religious minorities and interfaith couples as part of a
political agenda and threaten personal liberty.

qTE 3METeld Hd ORI 4 61 carear et off alier & &Y, §elifta o & ar 7 &8
IS A &, St g A e fanel Teprae & afFaat & § 3N 3erarfeat @t
FHITeAT JOTRT &7 O FAS &t § dTfh I anfdier Srewaegent 3R siavenfas Sist &
TSTalfceh Tols & dgdl 3ciifSd 3R SUA-UHST & HH H Foh 3R Gl
TIAAAT T UHR § T
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An Act mired in controversy

Land with water bodies needs to be preserved, not subsumed by large projects

[GS Paper Ill: Environment & Development |

STATE OF PLAY

Geetha Srimathi
geetha.srimathi@thehindu.co.in

he Tamil Nadu Land
T Consolidation  (for

Special Projects) Act,
2023, came into effect on Oc-
tober 18 , sparking controver-
sy. While the State govern-
ment sees the Act as a
necessary step to streamline
land acquisition for large-scale
infrastructure projects, the
law has drawn sharp criticism
from environmentalists, farm-
ers’ associations, and civil so-
ciety groups, who fear that it
could further erode the State’s
already dwindling water bo-
dies and undermine the rights
of local communities.

The Act aims to simplify the
consolidation of government
land for “special projects,”
which include infrastructure,
industrial, agricultural, and
commercial developments re-
quiring no less than 100 hec-
tares. Under the law, land,
even if it contains water bo-
dies, can be acquired for spe-
cial projects by entities in ex-
change for land elsewhere.

On paper, the Act is pre-
sented as a way of protecting
water channels that may
change course over time or
pass through private land.
Critics argue that in practice,
however, what is actually a
crucial environmental con-
cern could become an un-
checked opportunity for land
acquisition and privatisation
of the State’s water bodies.

What was more worrying
was that the Act was passed
quickly with little discussion
or scrutiny. This raised con-
cerns on why the government
was in a rush. The Minister for
Revenue and Disaster Manage-
ment, K.K.S.S.R. Ramachan-
dran, defended the Act, stat-
ing that it primarily aims to
tackle the inefficiencies and

Tamil Nadu

delays created by the fragmen-
tation of land laws. However,
activists argue that the provi-
sions in fine print leave far too
much room for potential
misuse.

The provisions allowing the
government to designate pro-
jects as “special” and expedite
land acquisition are particu-
larly concerning. Under the
Act, any project requiring
more than 100 hectares of
land can be approved for con-
solidation, even if water bo-
dies are located within the
proposed land. This could
pave way for large infrastruc-
ture projects to proceed un-
checked, with little regard for
environmental impact or the
interests of local communi-
ties. Further, the public has lit-
tle say over which projects are
designated as “special.” The
decision rests entirely with the
government, as public hear-
ings only occur after the pro-
ject has been approved.

Protections for farmers or
other local stakeholders are
not explicitly stated. Activists
say that once the land is hand-
ed over to private corpora-
tions, these communities
could find themselves exclud-
ed from decision-making pro-
cesses, with their access to wa-
ter sources severely restricted.

The rules under the Act
outline a process where pro-
ject proponents can prepare
land consolidation proposals
to be reviewed by an expert
committee. The committee is
responsible for publishing the
proposal details in newspap-
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ers, conducting public hear-
ings, and then drafting a land
consolidation scheme. Once
the government approves the
scheme, it will be published in
the gazette.

While the inclusion of an
expert committee aims to
bring transparency to the pro-
cess, environmental advo-
cates remain sceptical. With
the committee largely com-
posed of government-appoint-
ed officials, questions arise
about whether it will truly
serve the public interest.

Moreover, experts argue
that the Act fails to address the
need for safeguarding hydro-
logical pathways — the inlets
and outlets crucial for main-
taining the ecological balance
of water bodies. If these natu-
ral water channels are en-
croached upon, the water bo-
dies could be severely
impacted, threatening the li-
velihoods of thousands who
depend on them.

The Act makes provisions
for compensating landowners
and offering them alternative
lands, but it fails to provide sa-
feguards for those whose live-
lihoods directly depend on
these ecosystems. Additional-
ly, it does not clearly define
the role of the Tamil Nadu Pol-
lution Control Board in the
land consolidation process,
even though pollution is a sig-
nificant concern in areas near
water bodies.

These concerns take on ad-
ded significance when viewed
in the context of how land use
changes contribute to envi-
ronmental disasters such as
flooding. In December 2021,
the Tamil Nadu government
informed the Madras High
Court that 47,707 acres of wa-
ter body land across the State
were under encroachment.
This shows the pressing need
to protect these critical eco-
systems, rather than allowing
them to be subsumed for large
projects.
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An Act mired in controversy
faaet & o v rffaas
Land with water bodies needs to be preserved, not subsumed by large projects

o fasrt arelt fffr t axfda = & sraegwar g, 5 a9
a3t & gAfga s A7

The Tamil Nadu Land Consolidation (for Special Projects) Act, 2023
affears of wdor (Raw aReemat & fw) sfafaes, 2023

e The Tamil Nadu Land Consolidation (for Special Projects) Act, 2023, came into effect on
October 18, sparking controversy.

afearg ofd whgor (R aR@eenst & fav) sf@fasmer, 2023, 18 rFgav &t o]
g3, fored faare 3cae1 g3l

o While the State government sees the Act as a necessary step to streamline land acquisition for
large-scale infrastructure projects, the law has drawn sharp criticism from environmentalists,

farmers’ associations, and civil society groups, who fear it could further erode the State’s
already dwindling water bodies and undermine the rights of local communities.

o TSR 58 FRAHTH 1 93 YA W Iqucaar aRAteenmsit & fow gfa sfegor
I FeAAEAT A & Teh 3MaRTeh e & & H @l ¢, Afhel 38 HlofeT o
wTaoTaTiedy, fFaTer Tl 3R Rifder s gt @ g reier ged @ g S
RfAT § & I8 T & Ugd ¥ gead o A& 3R off s & Fhar & 3R
TIAT FHERT & AAFRT T HAGAR F Tl &

e The Act aims to simplify the consolidation of government land for “special projects,” which
include infrastructure, industrial, agricultural, and commercial developments requiring no
less than 100 hectares.

I sfRfags Rty et & AT ol ff & dHaor 1 e aed= &
358RT W &, foae sraataen, e, s 3 et e arfde § oo
SH T FHH 100 §EFIT {A I IMTTHAT Bl g

e Under the law, land, even if it contains water bodies, can be acquired for special projects by
entities in exchange for land elsewhere.

HIele & TdEd, A, IS sEA I fAprr §, O f[AAw aRAS=msit & fov s ofd &
deer # GEATIT arr HfUfRa @ S aHhdr Bl

e On paper, the Act is presented as a way of protecting water channels that may change course
over time or pass through private land.

FIETST WX, T§ ATAUTATH Srer Aetall 1 & ¥ & Toh olish & ®7 A G&Jd fowar amar
g, Sl AT & @Y YT ALY dGoT Hebl & I o0 A F Y o Fhl B
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e Critics argue that in practice, however, what is actually a crucial environmental concern could
become an unchecked opportunity for land acquisition and privatisation of the State’s water
bodies.

el e d & T SAEgIR® &7 §, ST aredd # Teh FAgcaqul waiaeiir Rarg,
a8 A Jrftereer 3R o I el F AT S v u fAEia e 5=

Gehel B
e What was more worrying was that the Act was passed quickly with little discussion or scrutiny.

S 3R & Riarsse o, a8 I a1 & 5@ Ay & s 4T a1 Hdeor & arg
STedl 9rE Y & I A

e This raised concerns on why the government was in a rush.
SHY Ig JaTd 36dT ¢ T TSR Sdeil STecl & &7 A

e The Minister for Revenue and Disaster Management, K.K.S.S.R. Ramachandran, defended
the Act, stating that it primarily aims to tackle the inefficiencies and delays created by the
fragmentation of land laws.

TS AR IS yeUsT FN, F.5.0H.0H.AR. HGGA o 39 IFAATHT FT a9 =
EU el foh SHHT FTT 38T S Fhofell & AT GaRT 3Tt IREURATI AR
& AT g HEGT &

e However, activists argue that the provisions in fine print leave far too much room for potential
misuse.

glelifeh, SIAehI3i T dhgaTl & o fine print & fGT 1T yraens Fenfad geuer & favw
9gd 3% STE BIsd E

9
e The provisions allowing the government to designate projects as “special” and expedite land
acquisition are particularly concerning.

TTaHTe S TR A GRATSTA3N A “faae i &e 3 sfar srftargor =t oo &
QT A B AT & &, Ay ¥ & s &

e Under the Act, any project requiring more than 100 hectares of land can be approved for
consolidation, even if water bodies are located within the proposed land.

5 AR & dgd, FI$ o IRASET 54 100 AT A 3T A T 3Rl
81, 38 Hbaul & T AT &1 ST Hhll 8, el & TEdriad of H srer oy e &l

e This could pave the way for large infrastructure projects to proceed unchecked, with little
regard for environmental impact or the interests of local communities.

Tg §3 HAEIGAT IRASAHT F AT AT T R ThdT g, S TG0 g1 a1
T FHeE & a7 Fi5 ware v §ar 3w 9 @@

e Further, the public has little say over which projects are designated as “special.”
SHDh T, SIAdT PT T TF FA H Tgd el AR § & ler & aRarsme
“fRw & ®9 FH AfAT H ST

e The decision rests entirely with the government, as public hearings only occur after the project
has been approved.

AU qfr e & THR & I gl g, Fiieh Ardatioreh FoTdrs shdel TR T
HY & a1 gl g
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Protections for Farmers or Other Local Stakeholders

framat ar s Tyl fRaursr & T gram

e Protections for farmers or other local stakeholders are not explicitly stated.
fharet a1 3T T RauReat & T e Tuse &9 4§ 3feafad =& &
e Activists say that once the land is handed over to private corporations, these communities could

find themselves excluded from decision-making processes, with their access to water sources
severely restricted.

FRASATHT T FHgaTl & & Th IR I A7 A Aeh Hufaar & graf & dig &=
SEET, & & T AoTa-AaTor gihansit & e g @ & 3R 3o oo |iatds
ugd AR gfaEw e whd ¢

Rules under the Act
AT & dga A

e The rules under the Act outline a process where project proponents can prepare land
consolidation proposals to be reviewed by an expert committee.

IR & TBd FFw v gfdar # Wifed wd § S aRAser gedes qfa
ThgUT JEATT IR X Tohd ¢ folee 19l TfATT garT wee frar smeem|

e The committee is responsible for publishing the proposal details in newspapers, conducting
public hearings, and then drafting a land consolidation scheme.

AT g&aTa faaRot &t J@ari & Gl ae, Adstias Foaars @S Hel 3R
6T ofF THhaoT ool & AHET IR e & faw TFAer

e Once the government approves the scheme, it will be published in the gazette.

Teh I S THR ATl T A & Sl g, o ST e # Jehiired fanar smwam|

Concerns Over the Expert Committee

fadtws wfafa w RAar

e While the inclusion of an expert committee aims to bring transparency to the process,
environmental advocates remain sceptical.

graifer faQrwsr wfAfa &1 gamaer gfhar & URERar o=t &1 3eged §, gaiaRofi
A TEEETE S gU

o With the committee largely composed of government-appointed officials, questions arise about
whether it will truly serve the public interest.

i AT W@ T § TER-fAgad FRAFRATa o= 8, 0 Fared 3ad § 6 Fa
Ig aEad H WSS T dar HEm|

Failure to Safeguard Hydrological Pathways
gISgIdltorhel AT Y FI&T F fAwerdr
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Experts argue that the Act fails to address the need for safeguarding hydrological pathways — the
inlets and outlets crucial for maintaining the ecological balance of water bodies.

faw=it &1 wgenr & foh HRTgH grggiaiiormer AT I GI&T 6T JTaegehdr
AT & # Aol & — e sl & qRETSR o 1 &0 @ & v
HecdquT ST waer 3 fopret|

If these natural water channels are encroached upon, the water bodies could be severely impacted,
threatening the livelihoods of thousands who depend on them.

e a1 Wit STer Aetell & JATAHAOT T ST §, A STet et oy anefiR e
g HohdT &, ST 3o1 §oIRT AAlell &I 3TSlfaeT & T TR Yo7 aX Thar § S 3 W
e &1

Compensation for Landowners

afe mfopl & fAw F3maen

The Act makes provisions for compensating landowners and offering them alternative lands, but
it fails to provide safeguards for those whose livelihoods directly depend on these ecosystems.

sfRfags §ff ATfot S FImaeT &t 3R 3¢ Ihfeus A vei= Fa & fav
WTaTeT T 8, ffehel TE 31 @l & fIT GRaT el e & fathel § Toietehr
JTSiTdeRT WY 3 gIRRETaRT gonfordi ) e )

Additionally, it does not clearly define the role of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board in
the land consolidation process, even though pollution is a significant concern in areas near water
bodies.

$H% 3TelTal, g #{fH Fehool Uishdr H afAerg wquor fa=or a1 ffer & T
7§ afkenfia & e, s & I e § 9 9gWoT U Ageaqor T &l

Land Use and Environmental Disasters

AfA 3R 3R giEToi 3Taerd
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These concerns take on added significance when viewed in the context of how land use changes
contribute to environmental disasters such as flooding.

g1 A3 T 9T g3 Hgea TAedT & S ${ff 3uAer uRader #1 58 Fest 7 aar
ST & 6 I8 TaTavoly et S e & H§ Q9T T g

In December 2021, the Tamil Nadu government informed the Madras High Court that 47,707
acres of water body land across the State were under encroachment.

fewax 2021 #, AT WER A AGw 3TT FAEET B FRT Far F g A
47,707 U3 ST fArd oA ATAHAIT & dBd AT

This shows the pressing need to protect these critical ecosystems, rather than allowing them to be
subsumed for large projects.

% 3 Ageaqur uIRTEUfadrr sonfat it @ & & At nagsdr # @
g, 99T 30% & 3¢ 93 RISt & fov gafea Far s
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On India-Canada diplomatic relations

Why has India accused Canada of acting as a safe haven for Khalistani terrorists and sympathisers? Is Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau pandering to the

‘Sikh vote bank’ with these allegations? Why has Canada been reluctant to extradite individuals to India?

|GS Paper II: India-Canada |

EXPLAINER

Nissim Mannathukkaren

The story so far:
ecently, Canada and India
each expelled their top
diplomats due to the fallout
from Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau'’s allegation last year that
there were possible links of Indian
intelligence with the killing of a Canadian
citizen, Hardeep Singh Nijjar, in Canada.
India had categorised Nijjar as a
Khalistani terrorist (he had faced no
criminal charges in Canada, but was put
on a no-fly list and his bank accounts
were frozen). The row seems to be
escalating Canadian Hindu-Sikh tensions.

Is there a historical context?
India’s long-held complaint has been that
Canada acts as a safe haven for Khalistani
separatists/extremists. Its biggest grouse
has been Canada’s failure in preventing
the 1985 Air India bombing (perpetrated
by Canada-based Khalistani extremists)
and the lack of support in subsequent
investigations.

The bombing killed 329 people
(including children), the biggest airline
terrorist act before 9/11.

Is there a Sikh ‘vote bank’ in Canada?
Vote bank is an Indian terminology
unfamiliar to Canadians. Sikhs constitute
only 2% of Canada’s population but their
political clout is far disproportionate
because of geographic concentration. At
one point, there were four Sikh ministers
in the Trudeau cabinet. Most of the Sikh
MPs are from Trudeau’s Liberal Party.
However, there is no public evidence to
state that the only motive for the Trudeau
government to lay these accusations
against India is to pander to Sikh voters
(of whom Khalistanis are only a minority).

What we have as ‘evidence’ is the
Trudeau government dropping the words
Sikh and Khalistani from a government
report which identified, for the first time,
Khalistani extremism amongst the top five
terrorism threats in Canada; the Canadian
parliament marking Nijjar’s killing by
holding a moment of silence; Mr. Trudeau
and other party leaders attending Sikh
community festivals which featured
Khalistan flags and the glorification of
Talwinder Parmar, the Air India bombing
mastermind; and also drawing support
from known Khalistani sympathisers. But
all parties, not just the Liberal Party, have
indulged in these kinds of acts. While Mr.
Trudeau and his government have
affirmed the territorial integrity of India,
they have not explicitly condemned
Khalistani extremism. But this ‘vote bank’
is not as India perceives it. In surveys,
54% of Sikhs in Canada intend to vote for
the Conservative Party and 21% for
Trudeau’s party in the next elections.

The Trudeau government has already
been pilloried about its failures in
countering Chinese interference in
Canadian elections. A public inquiry into
foreign interference has currently been
instituted by the Canadian government.
Therefore, an accusation such as this
could bolster its weak image.

But the Canadian newspaper, The Globe
and Mail, which exposed Chinese
interference and was about to publish the
allegations regarding India last year
(before Mr. Trudeau went public with it),
and other news outlets, have criticised
Mr. Trudeau only for using a serious
national security issue for political
grandstanding, rather than
manufacturing the case to pander to Sikh
voters as India alleges.

Teleg ram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticl AS

Tensions high: Protests demanding the permanent closure of the Consulate General of India, in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada on October 18. REUTERS

Are there political and cultural
misunderstandings?

There are misunderstandings on both
sides. Canadian scholars have argued that
despite the fact that a vast majority of the
victims of the Air India bombing were
Canadian citizens (of Indian descent), the
Canadian government, for a long time,
had seen it as a “foreign tragedy” and the
victims as not “real Canadians”, clearly
betraying systemic racism. Both
Conservative and Liberal governments
treated the victims shoddily until an
official apology was issued by
Conservative Prime Minister Stephen
Harper in 2010. This racial prejudice is
also emphasised by the fact that despite it
being Canada’s worst terrorist act, 90%
Canadians had little or no knowledge of it,
and more than 50% under the age of 35
had never even heard of it. Further, as no
Khalistani terrorist act has been
perpetrated in Canada since then, the
public is unaffected, and ignorant of
Khalistani activism.

The Indian public, conversely, assumes
that institutions work the same as in
India. The rule of law is enforced in a
more systematic manner in Canada than
in India. Canadian police independence is
guarded, and whenever there were
attempts by politicians to interfere
illegally, there has been a huge public
outcry. Ujjal Dosanjh, a former Liberal
cabinet minister, who himself was subject
to life-threatening attacks by Khalistani
extremists, has argued that while
Canadian politicians have allowed
Khalistani ideas to flourish, the law
enforcement has not been soft on
Khalistani terrorism. While the Air India
investigations failed to a large extent, the
evidence on hand does not suggest, as
believed in India, that they were
politically motivated to support the

Khalistani extremists. The public inquiry
that went into the Air India bombing,
instead, was scathing about the security
and investigation failures and termed
them: “inconceivable, incomprehensible,
indefensible, incompetence.”

Additionally, India is angry that
Khalistan referendums are held in Canada
and that Khalistani parades glorify the
assassination of Indira Gandhi. However,
freedom of speech and expression is a
much guarded value in Canada and there
is a high threshold on what constitutes as
hate speech that can be prosecuted.
Referendums and non-violent separatism
advocacy are legal in Canada, and
referendums have been held to seek the
separation of Quebec from Canada.
Burning the Canadian flag or the Bible in
themselves are not criminal.

However, Canadian critics have argued
for stronger legal vigilance around
Khalistani hate speech especially when
threats are issued.

What are the legal complexities?
India’s extradition requests, for those who
it terms as Khalistani terrorists, are very
often denied not due to political reasons
but because they do not meet Canadian
legal standards. Western democracies are
wary of extraditions to countries with
much poorer human rights records,
where political dissenters and opponents
are jailed for prolonged periods without
criminal culpability, and without trial and
bail, especially under anti-terror laws
such as the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA). Other reasons
include the weakness of evidence solely
relying on statements from the accused in
custody, and (as journalist Praveen Swami
has noted) the inadmissibility of Indian
intelligence evidence in courts abroad as
itis not gathered under the Indian

@PATRIOTICIAS

Telegraph Act and the Information
Technology Act. Only six wanted
individuals have been extradited to India
from Canada from 2002-2020 (this
number is 10 for the U.S, and just one for
the UK.).

Notably, India has not managed to
secure the extraditions of Mehul Choksi,
Nirav Modi, Lalit Modi and Vijay Mallya
(the last three from the U.K. with which
India has friendly relations).

‘What role has the media played?

The Canadian media has asked some
tough questions of the government and
presented India’s version about the
dangers of Khalistani diaspora politics.
Conversely, the TV media in India, while
rightly questioning Western hypocrisy on
some matters, has substituted journalism
with jingoism, and uncritically pushed the
government’s narrative. It has spread
disinformation that nobody was convicted
for the Air India bombings (Inderjit Singh
Reyat, the bomb-maker, spent nearly 30
years in jail); that Mr. Trudeau “admitted”
that there was no evidence for his
accusations, etc.

Parallely, the Globe and Mail (and other
newspapers) which had asked Mr.
Trudeau to provide more facts on his
allegations last year, is presently attacking
him for being soft on the “overtly hostile”
actions of the Indian government, and for
“curiously unwilling to acknowledge that
India is, if not an enemy quite yet,
certainly an adversary.” The reason is that
this time around, the revelations are from
the Canadian police and are not just
“credible allegations” but “strong
evidence.” It remains to be seen if it
passes muster in the courts.

Nissim Mannathukkaren is Professor,
International Development Studies,
Dalhousie University, Canada
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India’s long-held complaint has
been that Canada acts as a
safe haven for Khalistani
separatists/extremists. Its
biggest grouse has been
Canada’s failure in preventing
the 1985 Air India bombing
(perpetrated by Canada-based
Khalistani extremists) and the
lack of support in subsequent
investigations.

v

Vote bank is an Indian
terminology unfamiliar to
Canadians. Sikhs constitute
only 2% of Canada’s
population but their political
clout is far disproportionate
because of geographic
concentration. There is no
public evidence to state that
the only motive for the
Trudeau government to lay
these accusations against India
is to pander to Sikh voters (of
whom Khalistanis are only a
minority).

v

The Canadian media has asked
some tough questions of the
government and presented
India’s version about the
dangers of Khalistani diaspora
politics. Conversely, the TV
media in India, while rightly
questioning Western hypocrisy
on some matters, has
substituted journalism with
jingoism, and uncritically
pushed the government’s
narrative.
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On India-Canada diplomatic relations

HARI-FATST TSTT10F Tael uT

Why has India accused Canada of acting as a safe haven for
Khalistani terrorists and sympathisers? Is Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau pandering to the ‘Sikh vote bank’ with these
allegations? Why has Canada been reluctant to extradite individuals
to India?

HRA F FAT18T G TIfAEars AaFaneal AR 3¢ gadFH & faw
AT JATGINE qafa HT AT FIT AT §2 FAT FoATST F FUTAHA
Fffee 23t 57 IRt F FRT RAE aie % F g w3 A FAT W
T§ 87 FoI1sT HRA F FfFaAl F1 IAfT Fa F F4T qfaees w@r

Canada and India Diplomatic Expulsions

F1sT 3R SRT F Fefas swraa

o Recently, Canada and India each expelled their top diplomats due to the fallout from
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s allegation last year that there were possible
links of Indian intelligence with the killing of a Canadian citizen, Hardeep Singh Nijjar,
in Canada.

glel &1 &, dhellsT AR R & Ueh g@ & MY FHesifdent S i@ fohar, #ifs
FATST & JUTAAN et T2 A o A1l T§ 3R oformr o1 foh R gihar
TATHAT FT FATSS AT gRAT g oo FT a1 J FoAfad GeU & Tona &1

e India had categorised Nijjar as a Khalistani terrorist (he had faced no criminal charges
in Canada, but was put on a no-fly list and his bank accounts were frozen).

AR o TdooR I IfATAE FTAFHAE & T H Fafihd FhaT AT (3§ HellsT H IS
MRS IR 6t &, Afehed 38 3817 Fiaer Far # sTef Gar aram a1 3R 38 o
g # e aX R It )

e The row seems to be escalating Canadian Hindu-Sikh tensions.

7 foaTe Harss fe- @ daemat 1 Jgrar g3m gdid i &l

Is there a historical context?

F1 sH&T VfAeA+ Test g2

o India’s long-held complaint has been that Canada acts as a safe haven for Khalistani
separatists/extremists.

HRT &1 ST RPR—IT I8 W § 5 FelreT WifaEdT=! Feeaardl/3adaied! deal &
foT v AT 33 TS qAT B
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o |ts biggest grouse has been Canada’s failure in preventing the 1985 Air India bombing
(perpetrated by Canada-based Khalistani extremists) and the lack of support in
subsequent investigations.

SHHT TEH F3T IRIT 1985 TR AT TR H HATST GaRT JFTHdT W& & (S
FeATST IR Tifeledis! 3Iarfedr ganrt $r 75 o) 3R sdF d1g Fr Sdr H g
T e T B

e The bombing killed 329 people (including children), the biggest airline terrorist act
before 9/11.

39 gHIRT H 329 AT AR a0 & (fS@e s o anfder ), I8 9/11 & gger &1 d&d
93T [aHATT HTdhardr gHeT ATl

Is there a Sikh ‘vote bank’ in Canada?

FIT HaA1eT A (@Y F71 '9lc dF 2

e Vote bank is an Indian terminology unfamiliar to Canadians. Sikhs constitute only 2% of
Canada’s population but their political clout is far disproportionate because of
geographic concentration.

AT dF T AT Userael § S FATSS el & fow 3aRRT g1 g wesr fy
STHEIT FT Hael 2% 8, olfche] 3oTehl IsTellicieh TG IATTET & Fiteh d Teh
fafaa sinfoaes a7 & taia g1

e At one point, there were four Sikh ministers in the Trudeau cabinet.
T AT R, T3 ARAsSa # 9r R #: 3|

e Most of the Sikh MPs are from Trudeau’s Liberal Party.
sl B wiwar # 9 w8 i e o @ £

e However, there is no public evidence to state that the only motive for the Trudeau
government to lay these accusations against India is to pander to Sikh voters (of whom
Khalistanis are only a minority).

gTelifeh, IS ATdSTTeleh JHIUT IgT & Sif Tg AT T 8f b T3 TIPR A ART &
f@Th 3RT T T THATT 366 8@ Adransit (Ga7d @rfeedrit shael
FeUaETS §) A RS am|

« What we have as ‘evidence’ is the Trudeau government dropping the words Sikh and

Khalistani from a government report which identified, for the first time, Khalistani
extremism amongst the top five terrorism threats in Canada;

gAR 918 ST 'YATOT §, 98 § £31 TR ¢anT e 3t anfareardt el & v aveany
RAE & gerar, s 9gell IR Farer & @ifeeder 33a1g #1 fiY 9/ ATdeards @a’i
H UgITAT AT AT,

e the Canadian parliament marking Nijjar’s killing by holding a moment of silence;

ellST T THG @l foloo T gl I HIdT €ROT aRT ek ST,

e« Mr. Trudeau and other party leaders attending Sikh community festivals which
featured Khalistan flags and the glorification of Talwinder Parmar, the Air India bombing
mastermind,
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T T3 3R 3T uret A3 AR R WHE F AR A 7 o, e
Trferedre €ael 3R dafder WAR AT ARAT FI Tl fohar I, St TR 31 seary
& AEAES o,

e and also drawing support from known Khalistani sympathisers.

3R Ty & arferas gadSia gada ged H|
o But all parties, not just the Liberal Party, have indulged in these kinds of acts.
olfehet Tl eet, harel foraer et €1 #El, 5o e & Fedl A fored @ L

e While Mr. Trudeau and his government have affirmed the territorial integrity of India,
they have not explicitly condemned Khalistani extremism.

glelifeh FUTTHAT T3 3R 3oTehl THR o HRA Y &= IJr@sar i gice H g, Spie
It 39amE 1 Tav¢ &9 4 a1 767 T g

e But this ‘vote bank’ is not as India perceives it. In surveys, 54% of Sikhs in Canada
intend to vote for the Conservative Party and 21% for Trudeau’s party in the next
elections.

AfhaT Ig Alc S AT 9RA SH FHSIAT &, 94T el | TA&TON H, haATsT H 54% @@
3T YeATdl A Forafea rét & fAv dle & FT e W § 3R 21% I At wdf &
o

¢ The Trudeau government has already been pilloried about its failures in countering
Chinese interference in Canadian elections.

28T AIHR UEe &1 Helrsrs geral H et §ET8IT B FAhReA H U fAweransit & fav
ITATIAT T HTHAT F TH

e A public inquiry into foreign interference has currently been instituted by the Canadian
government.

FHeATST THR AT I H 3l gEdaly W v Haailaes i 1 d Hr 98 g

e Therefore, an accusation such as this could bolster its weak image.

SHTAIT, 3H g & 3RT 3R FHAAR BT 1 AT FN Hehell g

e But the Canadian newspaper, The Globe and Mail, which exposed Chinese
interference and was about to publish the allegations regarding India last year (before
Mr. Trudeau went public with it), and other news outlets, have criticised Mr. Trudeau only
for using a serious national security issue for political grandstanding, rather than
manufacturing the case to pander to Sikh voters as India alleges.

Afhd FAEE AR 9T, § Tdlg s A, 5T Hiedl gFdaiq 1 3R fRar a1 3R
S oo Od AR & T6id 3RIT JehifId Fel arell A7 (390 gl SId TU=THAET
B A T Fiaoleisd fhar 4, 3R 3T FAOR TRAAT o Fad TeHEr Z8t
AT & & foh 3ogla Teh M8 TSET JRET Hee T SEAATA IUslellfcreh fe@rd &
fore foram, &1 fF IR & IMIUT & 7R AW Aderansi #F Rema & fow aAwer
el & fom

Political and Cultural Misunderstandings

Toreitias AR ARFfaF Taameiaar
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e There are misunderstandings on both sides.
gl 9&it #H ITTdheiAAT g

e Canadian scholars have argued that despite the fact that a vast majority of the victims of
the Air India bombing were Canadian citizens (of Indian descent), the Canadian
government, for a long time, had seen it as a “foreign tragedy” and the victims as not
“real Canadians”, clearly betraying systemic racism.

FeA1sTs facarl #1 Fga & foh v BT a7 gaAT & fUwer Nf3a FarEE aeie
ETRAT AT &) &, Y o Ferers TR 38 o FAT d& e el Iy A
3R NfEAr oI FABE" & T A AL @, ST TISC T F FRUfAE dEearg o
galfar g1

o Both Conservative and Liberal governments treated the victims shoddily until an official
apology was issued by Conservative Prime Minister Stephen Harper in 2010.

Fordfed 3R foad WPRT o Nfeat w1 39f8T @1, 59 a6 6 2010 & Fadfea
AT Tl §TUR a1 3SR AThr gt &1 15|

e This racial prejudice is also emphasised by the fact that despite it being Canada’s worst

terrorist act, 90% Canadians had little or no knowledge of it, and more than 50%
under the age of 35 had never even heard of it.

g AET dIE 30 a2 @ M yFe giar § fF Ig Fa1st #1 aa@ 937 Aahaer FoI
gll & STaolg, 90% FATSTEAl I $Hh TR H & AT fSohel 81 SITRY T o, 3iR 35
T & HH 37 H50% I 38 Mt o wefy g o & gaar o =1t |

e Further, as no Khalistani terrorist act has been perpetrated in Canada since then, the
public is unaffected, and ignorant of Khalistani activism.

mm,ﬁmﬁmﬁﬁémmﬁaﬁgm%m
sgsTfaa § AR afoeas afFadr @ e gl
e The Indian public, conversely, assumes that institutions work the same as in India.
$H% fAud, HRAT ST A § fF TEIT HRT & AT A B ¢
e The rule of law is enforced in a more systematic manner in Canada than in India.
HATST H Hlefel I AT R HhT Jolell H I sqafeyd clish & 9 Fham SireT g

e Canadian police independence is guarded, and whenever there were attempts by
politicians to interfere illegally, there has been a huge public outcry.

FA1STS Gford &Y Faaar 1 @I A S g, 3 9 o T3t garr 3@y w9 @
EEAETT et T HITRAA T SATCAT &, AT FAAAT BT HTHIA 3cooT I gl

e Ujjal Dosanjh, a former Liberal cabinet minister, who himself was subject to life-
threatening attacks by Khalistani extremists, has argued that while Canadian
politicians have allowed Khalistani ideas to flourish, the law enforcement has not been
soft on Khalistani terrorism.

3ol XTE, U g4 faever $fRwe w4, S ge anfeeant syarfeat garr oraras
gl T fAPR g ¥, Fer § T Tafr FaEE Taadaiit F EfesdaE =Ry
Tolel-elal T AT &1, FlefeT Faclel WIAEAT HAFHATG T A g1 TT

¢ While the Air India investigations failed to a large extent, the evidence on hand does

not suggest, as believed in India, that they were politically motivated to support the
Khalistani extremists.
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STaf TR ST FrEl F 92 YAe W Readr W@, 8 F 3uaey YAT I8 Fqd jard
g, 9T 9RT & AT Jar § F Y oo ® @ IRT O ik @rfeeae 3aarfeat o
FAYT & & faw A

The public inquiry that went into the Air India bombing, instead, was scathing about the
security and investigation failures and termed them: “inconceivable,
incomprehensible, indefensible, incompetence.”

TR 3f3A1 97 gATE f AGSHE e $EG T T IR S A3t w w9
AT FAY § 3R S “Hhouad I, HATEA, IR 1T, HeTHAT a1 17

Additionally, India is angry that Khalistan referendums are held in Canada and that
Khalistani parades glorify the assassination of Indira Gandhi.

SHE 37T, R 1 AT § o Fearst 7 @iferaer Jaxa @98 3AfSd gl & 3R
wrfaedrt W 3 el v goar v AfgAr ah g

However, freedom of speech and expression is a much guarded value in Canada and
there is a high threshold on what constitutes as hate speech that can be prosecuted.

grefifeh, hetrsl # AR AR AffcaiFa $r Facad vF sgd Wad 79 & 3R
HIYOT T Teh 3o HAT § TT8 gUIT #1907 & &7 A I{AATSAT fohar 51 Fehatr &

Referendums and non-violent separatism advocacy are legal in Canada, and
referendums have been held to seek the separation of Quebec from Canada.

ST W 3N AFEF Irenaarg H dEHleld FHeArst H FHhA 5, AR FgaF B FeET A
3ol F & fIU STTAd GIg AST e aw )

Burning the Canadian flag or the Bible in themselves are not criminal.

HeATSTS $IST AT ATZ T STl e H WY =gl g

However, Canadian critics have argued for stronger legal vigilance around Khalistani
hate speech especially when threats are issued.

glelifeh, heAlSTS 3MTellashl & WIToedel OIT $TYOT & T&elh &3 Hlefell Hclehel T
Fhrerd I §, rET o AR SR A S §

Legal Complexities

FhlA! AfEeaTe
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India’s extradition requests, for those it terms as Khalistani terrorists, are often denied
not due to political reasons but because they do not meet Canadian legal standards.

HRA & TeguuT 30, foleg a8 TIfAEATel ATaFHardl AT §, 37FaT Tsteiiice HROMT
O oAgl, gfesh 0 HROT Il gld & Fditch d HeATSTS Flefell HIeTl bl QT AGT I
gl

Western democracies are wary of extraditions to countries with much poorer human
rights records, where political dissenters and opponents are jailed for prolonged

periods without criminal culpability, and without trial and bail, especially under anti-terror
laws such as the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA).

gfRadY AedifEe e 37 AT H IIUoT ¥ Idh {sc‘iﬁmdwm@wﬁ'ﬁ?a@
TS g, S8l Toleiliae 3aeAfaar 3R Aufaat & ar ey 37wrer & o« 3am
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deh Siel & @M ST &, AR 9= Fehed 3R STATTT o, TaISeRT 3iTciehare faRTed
Sl o9 rder aifafafer (e sfafaes (UAPA) & agal

e Other reasons include the weakness of evidence solely relying on statements from the
accused in custody, and (as journalist Praveen Swami has noted) the inadmissibility of
Indian intelligence evidence in courts abroad as it is not gathered under the Indian
Telegraph Act and the Information Technology Act.

3T FRON H AAGFAT & T TR ARG FeT 1 FASANT MiAST &, AR (oram &
TR GdIoT TR A Seol@ AT &) WRAT githar @ney & fagut & fererd A
IFENFRAT § T Tg AR Tehans arfafaey 3ik gaen Wi sftfaga &
g Uehd oAEl fehar aram B

¢ Only six wanted individuals have been extradited to India from Canada from 2002-2020
(this number is 10 for the U.S, and just one for the U.K.).

$dd B diTd TTFdAT hl 2002-2020 & ST FHelleT T ARG JoIad foar ar=ar g
(Z.wH. & U I8 &A1 108, I LF. & AT dhad wh)|

« Notably, India has not managed to secure the extraditions of Mehul Choksi, Nirav
Modi, Lalit Modi and Vijay Mallya (the last three from the U.K. with which India has
friendly relations).

AgcaqQT 91 I & T #RA Ager D, @ A, afed Jd IR Rew qear s
TIYUT T AT el H I HB @l ¢ (A I %, F, [57dh a9 9Rd & e
ey §)|

e What role has the media played?
AT & T AT Mans ¥

¢ The Canadian media has asked some tough questions of the government and
presented India’s version about the dangers of Khalistani diaspora politics.

Felrsrs AR WHAR F FT Hfsd Fare @ & iR @iferedr= gardft s &
Gl W AR & TfSCahIvr &t g&dd fmam g

e Conversely, the TV media in India, while rightly questioning Western hypocrisy on some
matters, has substituted journalism with jingoism, and uncritically pushed the
government’s narrative.

58 fauid, HRc & & AfSAT 7, STafeh T AHe F IR¥HA gdear W FE FareT
33T, YIRIRAT T ANTFT ¥ deof fear §, 3R o= 3rreer fhr IR Fr Fgret o
Jorar &ar gl

e It has spread disinformation that nobody was convicted for the Air India bombings
(Inderjit Singh Reyat, the bomb-maker, spent nearly 30 years in jail); that Mr. Trudeau
“admitted” that there was no evidence for his accusations, etc.

S Ig Ted FaaT horrdl 3 T $BAr 9 vArh & fov fRe @ e A sgwn
IT (SH FATel aTel e<eitd [Ag Iqd @ 979997 30 Tl ol H foamo); for @& g=t o
“TiPR A & 3 IR & T s are =80 o, 3nfe|

o Parallely, the Globe and Mail (and other newspapers) which had asked Mr. Trudeau to
provide more facts on his allegations last year, is presently attacking him for being soft

on the “overtly hostile” actions of the Indian government, and for “curiously unwilling to
acknowledge that India is, if not an enemy quite yet, certainly an adversary.”
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Y &, Tl €8 A (3R 31T AR T7) F Uod e & =8 39% 3R6T )
318 T2 v e & TIT &gl T, aoiAle H 3o¢ AR TSR T "Goll GRAAT" aTell
FASAT W ARA gl & T 3R "360T R & I8 TR e & 3TAT" g &
oI goem T T & fob 9Rd, 3R 3181 geAeT =gt oft B, o AR &9 @ vsn
yfdeadr &1

e The reason is that this time around, the revelations are from the Canadian police and
are not just “credible allegations” but “strong evidence.”

HRUT I & foh 30 IR, A Hass Yfad F § 3R I dhaer "faaw=ia 39 787 §
afesh "Helgd @ {1
e It remains to be seen if it passes muster in the courts.

I SWAT a1 § fF T I A18y 3rererdl H WA 3T g
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2 judges disagree with CJI's
remark on ‘Iyer doctrine’

Justice Nagarathna says judges should desist from criticising past judges; Justice Dhulia says

criticism could have been avoided; they refer to CJI's remark included in a draft judgment

[GS Paper II: |

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

wo Supreme Court
T judges on the nine-

member  Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India DY. Chandrachud,
which held that not all
private property is mate-
rial resources of the com-
munity, quoted a “harsh”
observation made by the
Chief Justice about Justice
V.R. Krishna Iyer in a “pro-
posed judgment”.

Justice Iyer was a former
top court judge whose hu-
manism and reforms in cri-
minal justice are consi-
dered legendary. His
coinage “balil is the rule,
jail is the exception” is still
assiduously quoted in Su-
preme Court judgments.

Justices B.V. Nagarathna
and Sudhanshu Dhulia, in
separate opinions, referred
to a “proposed judgment”
of the Chief Justice’s
which, according to them,
had observed that “the
Krishna Iyer doctrine does
a disservice to the broad
and flexible spirit of the
Constitution”.

Majority judgment

The majority judgment
pronounced by the Chief
Justice, for himself and se-
ven other members of the

Bench and published on
the Supreme Court website
on Tuesday, does not con-
tain the “disservice” re-
mark. The published judg-
ment authored by the
Chief Justice, however, re-
ferred to “the Krishna Iyer
Doctrine” with regard to
laying down “a preference
of economic and social pol-
icy”. The Chief Justice, in
his final opinion, said the
court must not tread into
the domain of economic
policy.

Usually, draft opinions
are circulated among the
members of a Bench. It is
rare for judges to quote

from a  “proposed”
judgment.
Justice Nagarathna’s opi-

nion said judges of posteri-
ty must not lose sight of the
times in which past judges
like Justice Iyer discharged
their duties and the socio-
economic policies that
were pursued by the state

Merely because
QQ of the paradigm
shift in the economic
policies cannot result in
branding the judges of
yesteryear as doing a
disservice to the
Constitution

JUSTICE B.V. NAGARATHNA

in their time.

“Merely because of the
paradigm shift in the eco-
nomic policies of the state
to globalisation, liberalisa-
tion and privatisation,
compendiously called the
‘Reforms of 1991°, which
continue to do so till date,
cannot result in branding
the judges of this court of
the yesteryear ‘as doing a
disservice to the Constitu-
tion’,” Justice Nagarathna
wrote.

She said judges should
not follow this practice of
decrying past judges. The
answer lay in meeting
modern challenges by
choosing only that part of
the past wisdom apposite
for the present without de-
crying those who served
before them.

“The institution of the
Supreme Court of India is
greater than individual
judges, who are only a part
of it at different stages of

history of this great Coun-
try! Therefore, 1 do not
concur with the observa-
tions of the Chief Justice in
the proposed judgment,”
Justice Nagarathna categor-
ically said.

‘Fairness, equity’

Justice Dhulia, who auth-
ored the lone dissent on
the Bench, referred to the
criticism in the proposed
judgment as “harsh, and
could have been avoided”.

“The Krishna Iyer Doc-
trine, or for that matter the
0. Chinnappa Reddy Doc-
trine, is familiar to all who
have anything to do with
law or life. It is based on
strong humanist principles
of fairness and equity. It is
a doctrine which has illum-
inated our path in dark
times,” Justice Dhulia
reflected.

Justice Dhulia said judg-
es like Justice Iyer were not
only known for their intel-
lect but, more importantly,
for their empathy for the
people, “as the human be-
ing was at the centre of
their judicial philosophy”.

“In the words of Justice
Krishna Iyer himself: ‘The
courts too have a consti-
tuency — the nation — and
a manifesto — the Constitu-
tion’,” Justice Dhulia re-
minded.

2 judges disagree with CJI’s remark on ‘lyer doctrine’
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‘IR g W @93rs i feeuolt & 2 o1 sragAd

Justice Nagarathna says judges should desist from criticising past
judges; Justice Dhulia says criticism could have been avoided; they
refer to CJI’s remark included in a draft judgment

AR ARRE A FeT1 & Farardiet Fr qF Faramdtet F srater
F ¥ AT AT AT Yferdm A Fgr & mell=ren @ =91 ST Fehel
oT; 3egiar #ater baar & afAe AAs A Rogoft Fr garem *ww

Harsh Observations on Justice V.R. Krishna lyer's Doctrine

A fe @M. FEom 3T F Ry W For feeafora
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Two Supreme Court judges, Justices B.V. Nagarathna and Sudhanshu Dhulia, quoted
a "harsh" observation made by Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud about Justice V.R.
Krishna lyer’s doctrine.

ar goie e & arareiel, =i Y. aERer 3R gy gfedr 3 s SLaT.
TEE GINT AR AR, FOM 3R & fgua W &1 975 "FoR feoqoft @
Soo@ fohaT|

Justice lyer was a former Supreme Court judge, known for his humanism and
criminal justice reforms. His quote “bail is the rule, jail is the exception” is still
quoted in Supreme Court judgments.

Sl 3T GHHA HIE & G AT A, ST 39 AAaarargr gfieesior i
IS 7 R & v 9fficy &1 396 3R ‘FHAWa e § IS 3vae 8
3T o e FE & Faoiat # seya fRT S #

The majority judgment, written by Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, did not include the

“disservice” remark but referred to the "Krishna lyer Doctrine" regarding economic
and social policy.

TgAd faoter, S =it fams. wege qanT formr o ar, # "disservice” feoqoft
AR 6T AN, AfeheT sqH "Foom 3R AU 1 3eoiw 3w 3R wrnfas Hfa &
TesT 7 fRar I

Justice Nagarathna disagreed with the Chief Justice's view and emphasized that judges

must respect the historical context and challenges faced by past judges like Justice
lyer.

A APRYAT =1 ATT AR & TECHIT § IFHGA g1 g0 I8 R fear &
wararefielt & AR 3R S e SRl garT e av st R 3
ARy |HAT 1 975 WAt Fetfadt o1 TFAET wen @R

Justice Nagarathna stated that modern challenges should be met by selectively using
past wisdom without decrying previous judges.
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R ARG o Fel o smyfas getfaat &1 g fod A6 & 3fRa s
garT R S anfe, 7 fF Roer amarehert $r e e |

e Justice Dhulia, who dissented, called the criticism in the proposed judgment “harsh”
and emphasized the humanist principles of Justice lyer's doctrine, based on fairness
and equity.
=g yferr, Siegis sragAfaqa® o f&ar, 3 gedifad Aot & & a8 3eraen
I "FOR" el IR AR 3T & RAeeia H Aaaradr ygforat w1, s fasaarar
AR AT W 3R §, Agcaqul Idrn|

o Justice Dhulia also noted that judges like Justice lyer were known not just for intellect,
but for their empathy and human-centric judicial philosophy.

=l i oI5 o Al fhar 6 el 3R o e ahad St
& fow wigh, afesh el Feragerfa 3R Aad a ~nfRw g & fav yfaey ¥

The Krishna lyer Doctrine, according to Justice Dhulia, illuminated the path in dark times, with
Justice lyer asserting that “The courts too have a constituency — the nation — and a
manifesto — the Constitution.”

A Yo & HTAR, FEOT TR FAGHTd o R FAT & AT’ 6, fSa# =araegfd
3T A g TOse fohar a1 T “wararerdr a1 ¢ U fAaTae &y § — se — 3R ue "iwor
97 § — wfaemer)”
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